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MESSAGE

I congratulate Akademi for starting its activities with printing of Intermediate
textbooks from the academic year 2021 — 22.

Education is a real asset which cannot be stolen by anyone and it is the
foundation onwhich children build their future. As the world has become a global
village, children will have to complete with the world as they grow up. For this there

is every need for goodbooks and good education.

Our government has brought in many changes in the education system and
more are to come. The government has been taking care to provide education to the
poor and needy through various measures, like developing infrastructure, upgrading
the skills of teachers, providing incentives to the children and parents to pursue
education. Nutritious mid-day meal and converting Anganwadis into pre-primary
schools with English as Medium of instruction are the steps taken to initiate children
into education from a young age. Besides introducing CBSE syllabus and Telugu as

a compulsory subject, the government has taken up numerous innovative programmes.

The revival of the Akademi also took place during the tenure of our government
as itwas neglected after the State was bifurcated. The Akademi, which was started on
August 6, 1968 in the undivided state of Andhra Pradesh, was printing text books,
works of popular writers and books for competitive exams and personality

development.

Our government has decided to make available all kinds of books required for
studentsand employees through Akademi, with headquarters at Tirupati.

I extend my best wishes to the Akademi and hope it will regain its past glory.

Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy
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Message of Chairperson, Telugu and Sanskrit Akademi, A.P.

In accordance with the syllabus developed by the Board of Intermediate,
State Council for Higher Education, SCERT etc., we design high quality Text
books by recruiting efficient Professors, department heads and faculty members
from various Universities and Colleges as writers and editors. We are taking steps
to print the required number of these books ina timely manner and distribute

through the Akademi’s Regional Centers present across the Andhra Pradesh.

In addition to text books, we strive to keep monographs, dictionaries, dialect
texts, question banks, contact texts, popular texts, essays, linguistics texts, school
level dictionaries, glossaties, etc., updated and printed and made available to students

from time to time.

For competitive examinations conducted by the Andhra Pradesh Public
Service Commission and for Entrance examinations conducted by various
Universities, the contents of the Akademi publications are taken as standard. So,
I want all the students and Employees to make use of Akademi books of high
standards for their golden future.

Congratulations and best wishes to all of you.
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Nandamuri Lakshmiparvathi
Chairperson, Telugu and Sanskrit Akademi, A.P.
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Principal Secretary to Government Higher Educational Department

Government of Andhra Pradesh

MESSAGE

I Congratulate Telugu and Sanskrit Akademi for taking up the initiative

of printing and distributing textbooks in both Telugu and English media within
a short span of establishing Telugu and Sanskrit Akademi.

Number of students of Andhra Pradesh are competing of National Level
for admissions into Medicine and Engineering courses. In order to help these
students Telugu and Sanskrit Akademi consultation with NCERT redesigned
their Textbooks to suit the requirement of National Level Examinations in a

lucid language.

As the content in Telugu and Sanskrit Akademi books is highly informative
and authentic, printed in multi-color on high quality paper and will be made
available to the students in a time bound manner. I hope all the students in
Andhra Pradesh will utilize the Akademi textbooks for better understanding

of the subjects to compete of state and national levels.
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Foreword

The role played by the Akademi in stabilizing Telugu Medium at the level of Higher
Education since its inception (1968) is well known. The Akademi has rendered needful
services by publishing a number of Text Books, Reference Books, Translations, Popular
Series, Monographs, Dictionaries, Glossaries, Readings, etc., over the years. Many among
the above mentioned books werealso reprinted as per the demand. Sincere effort is being
made to improve the quality of these books by conducting workshops, refresher courses
and also by taking suggestions given by the intellectuals in general and the students and the
teachers in particular.

Akademi has been revising and updating its publications in accordance with the prescribed
syllabi, as and when necessary. Akademi is publishing Text Books for Intermediate in Telugu
Medium since its inception. In addition,the Akademi has entered a new phase of activity
with the publication of language books from the year 1995, and preparation and publication
of IntermediateText books in English medium from the year 1998, as entrusted by the
Board of Intermediate education.

For the academic year 2014-15, the Board of Intermediate Educationhas revised the
syllabus of all Humanities Text Books for first year of Intermediate and entrusted the
preparation, printing and distribution of Text Books to Akademi. Accordingly, Akademi
prepared this Text Book strictly in accordance with the prescribed syllabus for the academic
year 2014-15.

We are indeed very much grateful to the Government of India, State Government,
State Universities, the Board of Governors of Telugu and Sanskrit Akademi. We also thank
the Commissioner, Intermediate Education and Secretary, Board of Intermediate Education
of Andhra Pradesh. We are also very much grateful to Text Book Development Committee
of the subject concerned for their valuable cooperation.

Constructive suggestions are solicited for the improvement of this book. The suggestions
received will be examined and incorporated in the sub sequenteditions.

Sri. V. Ramakrishna, IR S.

Director
Telugu and Sanskrit Akademi,
Andhra Pradesh




Following the direction from Government of Andhra Pradesh, the Board of Intermediate

has accomplished the work of printing of text books for the II year Intermediate students in
History in the state of Andhra Pradesh.

This book is one of the Text Books printed by BOIE during the Academic Year 2015-16.
The Book covers broad themes of the world History from the earliest times to the present. The
content is distributed in 13 chapters.

The authors and the editors have kept in mind the standards at all India level for the plus
two students. The pattern of the book is modeled on NCERT text books.

The authors have followed a Evolutionary, Scientific objective and holistic approach to
the themes dealt by them, there by deviating from the earlier traditional descriptive method of
narration of events chronologically.

The first chapter of the book gives the early History of mankind from the pre Historic
Times to the stage of Homosapiens. An account of Worlds earliest civilization, Namely the
Mesopotamia is described in the second chapter. Life and cultural glory of Ancient Greco Roman
empires is described in the third chapter. The Fourth chapter dealt with the contributions made
by the Islamic culture and tradition to the world. The Fifth chapter gives an account of nomadic
empires and their rollers such as Changiskhan. Bushes.

The life of the people during the medieval feudal Europe is described in the sixth chapter.
The Seventh chapter speaks about the new advancements made by man on account of the
renaissance in different fields such as Art, Architecture, Music, Painting, Sculpture Science and
Technology. The revolutionary ideas of equality, liberty, fraternity, which altered the medieval
Social order are dealt in the eighth Chapter on French Revolution. Industrial revolution that
occurred first in England and the results which spread to the entire Europe is presented in the
Ninth chapter. The Tenth chapter focuses on the liberation and Nationalist movements of Italy
and Germany during the 18th century. The methods resorted by the imperialist powers and the
way the colonization took place, the methods of exploitation and displacement of the indigenous
people forms the contents of the Eleventh chapter. The attempts made by the oriental countries
such as China & Japan to modernize and face the challenges are brought out in the Twelveth
chapter. Efforts made after the post second world war period by the peace loving people and
countries in the world in preserving the world from destruction is dealt with in the Thirteen
Chapter. This chapter closes with the description of work carried out by UNO, NAM and other
regional World organizations for ensuring world peace.

Thus the authors in this book succeeded in presenting broad themes in the world History
in a scientific and rationalistic approach.

This book will not only serve as the text book of the second year Intermediate History

Students, but also prove as useful reference book for those preparing for competitive examination.

Chief Editor
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Chapter . .
1 What is History?

1.0 Introduction

1.1 Definition of History

1.2 Scope of History

1.3 Relation with other disciplines

1.4 Historiography

1.5 Objectivity in History

1.6 Is History Science or Humanities?

1.7 Influence of Geography on Indin History?
1.8 Sources of History

1.9 Summary

J 1] INTRODUCTION

History is the record of human activities since time immemorial. History

has intimate relationship with man and society. It acts as the repository of
political, economic, social and cultural developments of man and society.
You read history at school level and as a descipline at higher level. History
as a discipline of study is barely two hundred years old. In this chapter we
know about the definition, scope, relationship with other subjects, sources
historiography and other aspects.




EBIDErviTION OF HisTORY)

Definition is an essential part of any systematic discipline. It is an
explanation of the exact meaning of a word, a term or a phrase. It sheds
light on the scope and nature, significance by fixing limits. Hence, History
as a discipline, needs to be defined. There are a number of interesting
definitions of history. Few noteworthy definitions which were given from
time to time by eminent scholars will be considered here. Such an exercise
will enable us to gain a consolidated working idea of history. It also helps
us to understand history as a distinct branch of knowledge which has as its

object the past actuality — significant happenings and changes.

History, the study of human experience through an analysis of the past
actuality, has always fascinated humankind which has sought and found
in it.both drama and meaning,. It is a drama full of appeal, suspense and
tension; a drama in which human beings, their environment are said to
have acted and interacted. Therefore, even today heroic poems such as Iliad
and Odyssey, Ramayana and Mahabharata along with Shakespeare’s works

make fascinating reading to millions of readers the world over.

They not only help preserve the memory of the past by placing on record
the astonishing achievements both of our own and of other nations and

peoples, but also inspire, inform and entertain.

A.L. Rowse, a historian says that: “History is about life and has the
appeal of life itself; the feeling for history is a nostalgia for life, subtly

transmitted.”

The study of the past actuality, which is basically a reflection, fascinates
as well as satisfies the innate and irrepressible curiosity in human beings.
Human beings are inquisitive to know more about their own self, about
their forefathers and their achievements and failurcs, wcal and woe, culture
and institutions. They are well aware that deep-seated social, pelitical and
economic problems which impede progress in the contemporary present
cannot be tackled without studying their historical roots.



What is History? |

Individuals and groups have long since discovered that no society
can really ‘escape history’ and that the past lies around us everywhere we
look in the form of physical mementos such as buildings, monuments,
and objects of art and utility; as well as in the legends and tales preserved

about memorable deeds.

History shows us that there is no absolute break between the past and
the future. “All is continuous.” Hence, we are called upon to study human
life in terms of development over time and space. In other words history is
more than the record of events. It is a phase of the universal process in
which we live and of which we are. The organic link that exists between the
past, present and future renders history, perennial and immortal. Because
of the organic link and the inter-relatedness that exists between the past,
present and the future, history alone is capable of giving proper perspective

for a better understanding of the contemporary scene.

- ~

Touching upon past in its relation to the present, Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, writes: “The past becomes something that leads up to the present,
the moment of action, the future something that flows from it, and all
three are ihextricably intertwined and interrelated .... The roots of that
present lay in the past and so I made voyages of discovery into the past,
ever seeking has a clue in it, if any such existed, to the understanding of
the present .... If I felt occasionally that I belonged to the past, I felt also
that the whole of the past belonged to me in the present. Past history
merged into contemporary history: it became a living reality tied up with

sensations of pain and pleasure.”

Cicero said: “Not to know what happened. before we were born is to
remain perpetually a child. For what is the worth of a human life unless it

is woven into the life of our ancestors by the records of history.”

The Greeks were pioneers in many fields, including historical writing.
Hence, let us see how the Greeks defined history. The term ‘history’ is



N

derived from the Greek word ‘historia’ meaning inquiry or investigation. It
is an inquiry which has got at its source solid human experience, generating

definite knowledge of that human experience.
To Herodotus, (ca. 484-430 B.C.), known as the ‘Father of History’,

history is a science of human actions done in the past, and not what
humankind has failed to do.

Herodotus

To put it differently, history, according to Herodotus, is scientific,
humanistic, rationalistic, and self-revelatory. Herodotus’ HISTORIA
elaborately deals with the great Persian War (ca. 490/480 B.C.)

History is scientific in the sense that it is written in a systematic and
organized way, based on evidences and witnesses. History is humanistic,
for its deals primarily with significant actions done by human beings at
determinate times and places. It is distinct from myth. History is rationalistic.
Historical inquiry is guidcd by reason, logic and .s.ouud COLUINONSENSE.
History is self-revelatory, for the study of past human actions seeks to tell
us first what it is to be a human; secondly, what it is to be the kind of
human you are; and thirdly, what it is to be the human you are and nobody

else is.
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Thus history, according to Herodotus, deals with human actions as well
as thought about those actions. History is a royal highway to self-knowledge

and not merely a shallow miscellany of names and dates or dry facts.
Thucydides
Thucydides (ca. 460-400 B.C.) noted Greek historian, considered history

as a story of things worthy of remembrance. History is a record of unique,
significant and remarkable happenings, capable
of exerting productive impressions upon people,
and having the vitality to affect sociefy and direct

the course of its development.

Thucydides, by assigning a more critical role to
‘history,'has converted it into an inquiry into the
causes of events and patterns of human
organization and ideas — a search for the forces
that impelled humahity toward its great
undertakings, and the reasons for its success and
failure. He traveled extensively in search of

evidence. He developed a remarkable ideal of

sternly objective research, with the goal of creating

Thucydides

works of value for all time, not just a transitory

account.

( '

Herodotus work History of the Peloponnesian War is a masterpiece

known for its critical analysis and interpretation of facts while at the same
time telling things ‘as they happened.” He applied the most severe and

detailed tests possible to his data and concentrated on exact knowledge. It

was a remarkable achievement.

J

Aristotle, Greek thinker, suggests that history is ‘an account of the
unchanging past. By ‘unchanging past’ what he meant was the unchanging
core of human nature which remains constant and fundamental. He firmly
believes that all activities prompted by the same motives and intentions

would differ only in the degrees of details and not in their basic nature.



(]

Hence, grand events and social movements such as wars, expansion and
exploitation, revolutions and upheavals are recurring phenomena and
constant themes in history, although every age and every nation has
“employed its own techniques and strategies to achieve its goals. For this
reason, history is capable of repeating itself, offering lessons and supplying

models.

G.J. Renier states that ‘history is the study of human beings living in
societies.” Human society is taken as the stage upon which the drama of

human history is being enacted.

According to Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881), ‘History is the essence of
innumerable biographies’ - a record of human accomplishments, particularly
of great men — warriors, rulers, artists or prophets. He insisted that history
must show the inward life and spiritual condition of people not thfough the
masses but through the lives of Great Men. What history requires, according

to Carlyle, is geniuses and not a gray dull mass of people.

Contrary to Carlyle, A.L. Rowse says. that ‘History deals not only with
the lives of great individuals; in a sense it may be said to consist of the
sediment of the lives of millions of smaller men and women who have left no

name, but who have made their contribution.’

Thus we notice a perceptible’ shift in the.context and style of historical
writings and also a change in perspective in the treatment and interpretation
of historical facts. By reading the signs of the time, historians too, have
‘changed their stand and shifted their ground. Today, historians treat people
and society much more than mere political entities and events. In this way
history basically deals not only with the lives of great individuals, but also

with the lives of ordinary men and women.

Jawaharlal Néhru aptly put it as ‘Men of law lay down constitution but
history is really made by the great minds, large hearts and stout arms, by

the sweat, tears and the toil of the people.’
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- G.W.F. Hegel (1770 - 1831), envisaged history as a progressive realization
of the world spirit, a non-material phenomenon, which he termed as Universal
Idea. Hegel perceived history as a progressive realization of God’s will through
the application of human reason. The past was something very different
from a tale of sound and fury, signifying nothing. To him the past signified
everything. It has a coherence, a regular pattern of development, a sense of
direction, a purpose and a destination. It was, in essence, the total fulfillment
of a divine purpose. |

Karl Marx (1818-1888) visualizes history as ‘the activity of humans in)
pursuit of their ends.’ History is seen by Marx as the result of the actions
of individuals and groups towards the satisfaction of their needs. For
Marx, history presents itself as a grand struggle and a contlict of interests
- a class war. He explains this in terms of an epic struggle between those
who own the means of production, distribution and exchange and those

who have only their labour to sell. The history of all hitherto existing

societies is the history of class struggle.

According to Acton ‘history is the unfolding of story of human freedom.’
To Acton great moments of history are not those when empires were built
by their superior arms and muscle power, but those when good things of
mind were obtained and freedom of will was
gained.

E.H. Carr in What Is History? declares, “itis | |
a continuous process of interaction between the
historian and his facts, an unending dialogue
between the present apd the past.”

To Croce ‘all history is contemporary’ in the

. sense that history consists essentially in seeing
the past through the eyes of the present and in
the light of its problem, and that the prime task
of the historian is not simply to record and

recount but to evaluate and interpret the dry facts



and explain their meaning, significance and relevance. In other words, history

means interpretation.

Thus history is a field of study, an academic discipline and a pursuit of
knowledge. History is considered to be an indispensable background for all
other forms of knowledge. It is an academically organized branch of
knowledge.

mcom or HisTORY

Till the begining of the 18th century the scope of History was restricted
to the simple narrative of past events. Today the scope is widened by taking
into consideration the totality of human actions in time and space. Its scope
is also wide and long, in fact as wide as the whole world and as long as the
existence of humans on this earth. It starts with the past, makes present
its sheet-anchor and points to the future. Events like wars, revolutions, rise
and fall of empires, fortunes and misfortunes of great empire-builders as
well as the masses in general are all the subject matter of history. History is
a comprehensive subject. It has become an all embracing subject with almost

limitless extent.

[¥EIReLATION WiTH OTHER DiscrPLINES |

In view of Dr. Trevelyan “History is not a subject at all but a house in
which all subjects dwell”. History provides a rich ground for correlation
with different subjects. History is the central subject around which all other
subjects could revolve. History may indeed be regarded as the only field in
which all other social sciences meet. A few disciplines will be considered
below.

Literature

Literature and history go hand in hand. Every branch of literature are
products of historical circumstances. History is a record of deeds of humans;
Literature is the record of feelings, emotions, imagination and the thoughts
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of humans. Chand Bardai’s Prithvi Raj Raso is an excellent classic of the
epic age of history. Maithili Sharan Gupta’s Saket is a representative classic,

but portrays a great historical character, Urmila.

Geography

Geography and history are most intimately related; one stresses time
and the other space. History studies people of different times and Geography
deals with the people of different places. It is certain that at many points the
historian can enrich and deepen his study by an understanding of the
geographical background to his problems because human thought and
action have their springs, not in a spatial vacuum, but in some definite
geographical milieu which} defines in varying degrees the character and
orbit of human effort.

Political Science

Political Science and history have got close relationship with each other.
Political Science is a subject that deals with that branch of development of
administrative set-up of a country. The study of history in large part been a
study of the forms of government, of changes in the government and of
actions in government. Political Science is the science of citizenship. Civil

government can best be studied as a part of history.
Economics

Economics is the study of wealth which deals primarily with production,
distribution, consumption and exchange. All these processes have to be
studied in relation to humans. History describes the social nature of all
economic activities. All the majdr economic institutions have been historically
significant. For example, two great upheavals in human organization that
took place long ago - the tool using revolution and the agricultural revolution

had far-reaching repercussions.
Sociology

Sociology deals with the daily life of the people, the character of family
and household life, the conditions of labour and nature, the pattern of



group living, and the changing forms of life, religion, literature, music, art,
learning and thought. Sociology helps in the study of social dynamics.
Social history deals with institutions and problems dealing with man and
society, customs, manners, habits, food, dress, amusements, family life,
group life, ‘folklore, festivals, ceremonies, and such other activities which

are an essential part of human life.

HISTORIOGRAPHY |

Historiography is nothing but the history of history. It is the history of
historical thought. A student of history should know how history has been
written. It comes under the history of ideas, and what prompted a historian
to adopt a particular line of thought. It is a separate branch by itself and
has a special value to researchers. Historiography has entered into the field
very late. Before the nineteenth century there was hardly an attempt to
record the history of historical writing. The Greeks were the pioneers to lay
a firm foundation to this branch. The Greeks, the Romans, the Christians,
the Jews and the Arabs had a very strong sense of history, but Indians did
not entertain it in any serious manner except the legends, myths, puranas

and traditions.

Even among the Greeks it did not begin until-the fifth or sixth century
before Christ. Herodotus gave it the narrative form, put it in simple prose,

and made it as interesting as romance.

S ‘ ~
It first arose in Ionia, the homeland of world’s first great history. The

earliest Creek historiographers were in a way the bards, whose songs do
contain a sketch of the conditions of contemporary society. Homer
belonged to this category of poets whose poems exhibit a lot of historical

\material. ;

, Greece witnessed the change from myth to ballad and ballad to history,b
in India it remained myth and ballad alone in ancient times without pushing
to the next logical stage of history. The historical inquiry and exploration
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prompted the Greeks to write a variety of themes, of men and things, of
great nations and small cities, of wars and conquests, of political institutions
and social conditions, of literary developments and military memoirs.
Thucidydes brought history to an excellence, both in respect of objectivity
and profundity. Xenophon was a versatile writier, intelligent, honest and
clear in his narrative. Polybius is a better historian for he furnishes the

causes also for events which make his narrative fruitful.

After the Greeks comes the Romans and Livy and Tacitus stand out
pre-eminent as the greatest historians of Rome. To the Romans, history
was an art, and not a critical science, to the Greeks it was both. To the
Romans it was a clear and pleasingly expressed narrative to amuse their
fancy; to the Greeks, it was a great literature with a profound philosophy.
To the Romans it was a literary i)anorama in which great personages were

portrayed in word pictures.

From the rational approach of the Greeks and the political treatment of
the Romans in the ancient period, we have to pass on to the Church and
the Arab historiography of the medieval period, which is characterized by
the hold of religion on the mind of humans. To the Church historian
everything that appeared good or bad was a link in the long chain of divine
planning. St. Augustine was the most dominant historical thinker of the

period.

Ibn Khaldun (1332-1406)

Another school of thought which made a
significant contribution to history originated
‘with the advent of Islam in the Middle East. The
Arabs has a strong sense of history which under
the inspiration of religion offered new dimensions
in terms of range, interpretation and technique
of writing history. Ibn Khaldun was such great |
thinker who analyzed the theory of the science

of culture.




If history is an inquiry into the past with the logical purpose of explaining
its causes and consequences ancient Indians had no historical sense. But
there is limited stuff of history concealed in the form of legends, myths,
traditions, anecdotes, epics, puranas and a variety of other kinds of literary
records. We have semi-historical works such as the lives of saints, prophets
and religious men such as ‘Buddha Charita’ of Asvaghosha and more
political histories such as Bana’s ‘Harsha Charita’ and, Bilhana’s
‘Vikramankadeva Charita’. More important works are those like Kautilya’s
‘Arthasastra’. Another work is ‘Prabandha-Chintamani’ composed in 1306
A.D. But the most important historical work of ancient India is Kalhana’s
‘Rajatarangini’, a chronicle of the kings of Kashmir, the only reg:ion in India
where the tradition of nistorical writing in the real sense of the term was
maintained. This work was composed around 1148 A.D. Kalhana had a
historical sense, a good conception of the proper sources , a critical mind, a

laudable purpose and utilized all the data of the available chronicles.

Hoantiness of 1. XKazmaya hes shared the fate of s0 many Indien authors of note whosa
biggraphonl dsts. memory lives solely in their works, There is no record to toll us of the life of the
soholar-poet to whom we owe our kuowledge of the historyeof old Kudmir, Nor do
we oven meet, with tho namo of Kalbana excupt in tho eolophons of his work and in
tho introductory notice which his successor and continvalor Junardje has profixed
to his own Chroniole, throa conturios later, 1t is from Kelhaya's worle glono thab

we can gother some fucts yognrding hin origin snd povson,

The colophons which ave sttechod to tho ond of snch Book of the Rajas
toraigind, sscribe its composition to “ Kalhnga, the son of the grest Kudnwien
minister, the illustrious Lord Omnpake.” ~ Thore 18 no ronson to donbt the athentis
alty of the information conveyed to us in these eolophons, They avo found alren.glv
in the codex which is the azohatype of our oxtont Manuseripts, Tn view of thoir
form which gives honorifio titles motely to the {athar of the suthor, thego colophous
meiy be assumed with grost probability to go bock to Kalhana himeelf,

A Para from Kalhana's Rajatarangini (In English)

Amir Khusro

The advent of Islam in India brought about a
drastic change in the writing of history. The
aim of the historiography of this period was to
present the past as a succession of events, deeds,

_ and episodes, wars, battles, campaigns and
& ‘

. cour{ without inquiring into the causes,
Amir Khusro .



What is History?

conditions and processes. To Ziauddin Barani, a celebrated historian, history
is a means of strengthening reason and judgment by the study of the
experience of others. Another great person is Amir Khusrau who is good in
giving us an account of events but his philosophy of history is not rational

‘but metaphysical in nature.

The most celebrated Abul Fazl very painstakingly laboured hard to collect
the material, interrogated numerous officers, nobles and dignitaries and
examined young and old witnesses in order to exert information from them.

The result was ‘Akbarnamah’, a comprehensive history of the reign of Akbar.

Modern European Historiography

Renaissance and reformation inaugurated the era of modern
historiography. The modern age brought new ideal’s. History should be
secular, non-partisan, instructive and philosophical. In the first group we
observe three main trends in historiography, namely of enlightenment,
romanticism and positivism. In the different schools of thought we shall
touch only the most important, namely the German, the English, the French

and the Italian.

Modern Indian Historiography
With the advent of the Europeans in India, our historiography underwent
a drastic change not merely in approach,treatment, and technique but also

in volume of historical literature. Perhaps no other period can boast of such

R.G.Bhandarkar R.C. Majumdar Nilakanta Sastri
(1837-1925) (1892-1976)




arich harvest of historical material as India from 1757 to 1947. James Mill,
whose ‘History of British India’, completed in 1806 has exercised a powerful
influence in the writing of history in the subsequent period. Some other
names which need mention are Elphinstone, Macaulay, Moreland,
R.G.Bhandarkar, K.P. Jayaswal, H.C. Raychaudri, J.N. Sarkar, R.C.
Majumdar, Muhammad Habib, K.M. Panikkar, Nilakanta Sastri, etc.

i3] OsuecTIVITY IN HiSTORY)

Historical objectivity demands the strict presentation of what actually
happened, uninfluenced by any personal feelings or prejudices. It is the
knotty problem of the proper relationship between the facts of history and
their intérpretation. For legitimate interpretation of the past, of the sources,
we need to have some éOmmon standards of factuality and evidence. There
is no ultimate historical reality. According to E.H. Carr, objectivity in history
cannot be an objectivity of fact, but only of relation, of the relation between
fact and interpretation, between past, present, and future. But the concépt
of absolute truth is also not appropriate to the world of history or to the

world of science.

Is HisTorYy SciEncE oR HumaNITIES?)

Then this leads to the question - ‘Is History a Science or Humanities/

. Art? Any exact, rigorous and systematic treatise
came to be regarded as science. Science meant
§ exactness, accuracy and objectivity. German
l-,: historian, Leopold von Ranke stood for deep
: | sense of historical objectivity, critical
assessment of sources and inlerpretation of
texts, establishing their truthfulness and sifting
b literal meaning from real and the facts from

fiction, 'grouping of proven facts, fitting the

| parts into a whole and narration, and

Leopold Von Ranke _
(1795-1885) explaining the significance of research findings.
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Ranke believed that sort of a critical methodological study would ensure
the status of science to history. J.B. Bury following Ranke stated that history
is science.

Science, ‘

In recent times the term science became increasingly exact sciences like
Physics. These sciences are experimental and their results can be repeated
or reproduced. Prediction is possible. While scientist could repeat his
experiments, a historian cannot make an event of the past repeat as time is
irreversible. In history it is not possible to formulate laws nor can anything
be predicted with precision and certainty for the simple reason that human
behaviour is highly complex and unpredictable. History is not a science
like Physics, Chemistry, ete. History is more or less generalized description
of some segment of a time-process. Historical events never precisely duplicate
themselves.

Is Humanities or Art

History records for us life as it has been lived by humans. The historians
business is to narrate them, to recreate them. To do that he needs to be an
artist. An Art/Humanities is a system of rules for the attainment of a given
end. For example, music, dancing and swimming are arts. In this sense
history as story of the past actualities requires some skill on the part of the
historian. This leads to the fact that a work of history, is ' not only a
contribution to historical science but also a literary product for public
consumption. ‘

Trevelyan argued that history was both a science and an art/humanities.
In other words, history is a half-way house between science and humanities/
art. '



i W4 INFLUENCE OF GEOGRAPHY ON INDIAN HISTORY )

The history of India is influenced by its geographical features. It contains
the highest mountain ranges, lofty plateaus, extensive plains, large rivers,
sandy deserts, fertile valleys and dense forests. Barriers of hills and rivers
are responsible for dividing the country into local zones, and developing
regional affiliations. But, the common natural boundaries and shared culture,
religious and social ideals gradually led to a sense of a common motherland
and fostered unity amidst diversity of regions. For long, there has been a
marked distinction between North India, the Deccan plateau and the
peninsular plains of the East and the south. |
Influence of the Himalayas

The Himalayas have proved to be the effective barrier against intruders
from the North.With their inclement weather conditions, prove inhospitable
to man and beast, and provide a magnificent defence system for India.This
is an advantage which no other country possesses. The mountain range
has benefited the country by giving rise to many great rivers like the Ganges,
the Jamuna, the Indus and the Brahmaputhra.

They abound in sacred places like Amarnath(Kashmir), Jwalamukhi,
Haridwar, Kedarnath, Badrinath, Pasupathinath,(Nepal) and Manasarovar
(Tibet). Pilgrims and travellers and traders made their journey through
known tracks and passed to all these sacred places, braving dangers and
difficulties. The Aryan language and civilization have swept over the Indo-.
Gangetic plains. In the Deccan plateau and all over the southern peninsular,

-the non-Aryan languages and customs prevail.
Influence of the plains

The desert of Rajastan has converted the plains of Indus and Ganges
into separate units, thus barring any united effort to check the invaders
through the Punjab.

The deserts, the hills and the forests have helped the Rajputs and the
Marathas, in their resistance to the imperial power of Delhi. Similarly,
Punjab, Sind, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Bengal the plains of Gujarat, the Plateaus
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of Malwa, Bundelkhand, the hilly tracts of Chota Nagpur, have all deep
roots of separate entities.
Influence of the Sea Coast

From the early times, the Indians navigated seas both in the East and
West and their bold exploits carried them into distant lands. Ports rose in
the south of the West Coast as easy communication. On the East Coast,
harbours developed near the mouths of the rivers as they provided
communication with the interior.
Influence of the Climate

Climate exercises a great influence on the people living in hilly tracts,
deserts and forests develdp hardihood because they have to fight for a
livelihood against unfavourable nature. The Rajputs, the Sikhs excel by

their prowess and bravery.

i :]Sources or HISTORY

The material used for writing history are known as sources of History.
The study and use of original material and original sources will give a much
better understanding of subject, like history, as compared to ‘any other
method. Aboundant archeological and literacy sources helps in
reconstructing Indian History.

Historical sources are classified as under

1. Archaeological sources:
(a) Excavations
(b) Numismatic sources
(c) Epigraphic sources.
2. Literary sources: (a) Native literature (b) Foreign literature.
1. Archaelogical sources
Archaelogical sources can be divided into three categories,
a) Excavations at various sitf;s brought to use various hidden facts of

History. The excavations at Mohenjadaro, Harappa, Lothal,

Kalibangan revealed the Indus civilization. Many tools, implements



C.

and pieces of pottery are buried in the olden ruins. They throw light
on the civilisation of the ancient times. The study of these tools,
implements and pieces of pottery also tell us the continuous story
of the development of human race. The art works of Ellora and Ajanta
and the old buildings of Delhi and Agra speak the glory of the ancient
and Medieval India.

Numismatics or Coins: Old coins are very useful source of history.
Through these, we know about the dynasties and chronology. They
also throw some light on the social conditions and development of
art. Indo Greek coins, Roman gold coins indicate their commercial
contact with India. Gupta coins depict pasttimes of kings. Muslim

coins helps the reconstruction of history.

Epigraphic sources or instriptions: Epigraphic sources are very

imporatant sources of History. Indian kings issued grants of lands

or cash inams to saints and other important persons. The orders to

the effect were inscribed on the copper plates and stones. They are

also the important source of ancient history. The important -
inscriptions are Asoka Inscriptions, Satavahana inscriptions,

Alahabad prasasti, Aihole inscription of Pulakesin and the

inscriptions of Pallava, Chola rulers. Ins‘cript.ions throw light on

kingdoms, socio economic cultural conditions and evolution of
languages.

2. Literary Sources

Literature is a potential source of yielding historical informations. This

shows light on the achievements of kings and the politial, social and religious

aspects of a period. Literature is of two types.

Native Literature

Valuable works from vedic to Vijayanagar period throws light on
political, social and cultural history. Buddhist and Jaina literature
are useful for reconstructing history. Epics, Puranas provides
geneologies. Kalhana's Raja Tarangini, Koutilya's Arthasastra are
notable literary works.
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b. Foreign Literature
Greeco Roman sources like Megasthanes ‘Indica’ and ‘Periplus of
Erythrean’ sea reveal Indias contact with Rome and South east Asia.
Ptolemy’s Geography mentions various places in India. Chinese
writers fahien and Hiuentsang recorded the conditions of people in
India and historical sites of Buddhism. Muslim travellers like
Alberuni wrote an account of India. Minhajuddin Siraj in his work
‘Tabagat-e-i-nasiri’ mentions Ghori invasions. The accounts of Amir
Khusro, Ziauddin Barani gives valuable information about medieval
India. The travel accounts of Italian, Portuguese and Persian travellers
1ike Nicolo de conte, Domingo paes and Abdul Razzak contains

valuable historical information.

1.9 SUMMARY]

In this chapter we discussed at length the various definitions of History
and attempt was made to trace the development of History. History is
considered as mother of social sciences. We observed that history being
concerned with the totality of human action. The importance of its relationship
with other social sciences is closely linked. We also traced the historiography
from ancient times to the modern age. Finally the influence of natural
boundaries on the history of India has been discussed at length. The
aboundant archelogical and literacy sources which helped,the reconstruction

of history is also discussed.



(QUESTIONS)

I. Short Answer Type questions

1.

N o o & 0 b

Explain the contribution of Heradotus to the historiography.
Discuss the views of Karl Marx on history. o
Enumerate the scope of history.

Describe the relatioﬁship be_tWeen history and other social sciences.
Briefly describe the contribution of Ibn Khaldun to historiography.
Is History a Science or hurhanities?

Critically assess the importance of literary sources in writing Indian

History.

O. Very Shdrt Types Questions

1.
2.

A L

Thucydides
Thomas Carlyle
E.H. Carr
Objectivity
Kalhana

Amir Khusrau

Inscriptions
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AR Introduction ]

This chapter deals with the pre-Harappan cultures, Harappan civilization,

Harappan script, Town Planning, Society, Economy and Culture, Vedic and
post Vedic cultures.

The earliest Indian History dates back to stone ages of 4,00,000BC -
2,00,000BC.The early humans in India can be classified into two classes,
namely Paleolithic man and Neolithic man. Paleolithic man lived near the
hillocks and used only stone tools for hunting and their protection. Remains
of stone implements used by them were discovered in Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Bihar and Southern India. Remains of Neolithic men belonging to the new
stone age are found all over India. The Neolithic man was more advanced
than the Paleolithic man. In this period they began cultivation of plants
and domesticating animals. They made pottery and used fire. They lived in

caves and decorated their caves with painting.
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Archaeologists have found Neolithic sites in Baluchistan and lower Indus

region. There were stretches of forests there. Unlike now Baluchistan had
small rivers then, and upper Baluchistan, lower Indus and the Makran
coasts had villages with trace of Agriculture. They had their own distinét
culture. The people there built dwellings on stone built basements with
rhud walls. They made beautiful pottery on which they painted motifs.
A few copper tools discovered attest to their knowledge of metallurgy.

In the southern Neolithic cultures on the Makran coasts, cremation of
the dead was practiced, where as the people of Nal-culture in the north
buried their dead. These Neolithic men worshiped the Mother goddess in
the Zhob Neolithic sites Phallic emblems in stone were found. Besides the
Mother goddess these Neolithic communities worshipped the bull. They
practiced fertility rites to boost productivity. In Kully and Ranaghundai
pottery with the motif of the bull were unearthed.

The people of Kully culture made small stone boxes on which linear
decorations. A few specimens of these were discovered in Mesopotamia.
Perhaps they served as containers for the perfumes and coolants exported
by the Kully men. The trade between Mesopotamia and Kullly cultures was

carried on over the sea.

mHARAPPAN CIVILIZATION |

The Harappan civilization was discovered first in 1921 at Harappa in
the province of West Punjab in Pakistan. On the basis of the archaeological
findings the Harappan civilization has been dated between 2600BC-
1900BC.It is also sometimes referred to as the Indus valley civilization.
Because in the beginning majority of its settlements discovered were in and
around the plains of the river Indus and its tributaries. But today it is
termed as the Harappan civilization because Harappa was the first site,
which brought to light thé presence of this civilization. Besides, recent

archaeological findings indicate that this civilization was spread much beyond
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The Harappan Civilization
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the Indus valley. Therefore, it is called as the Harappan civilization. It is the
first urban culture of India and is contemporary with other ancient
civilizations of the world. Such as Mesopotamia and Egypt.
Geographical extent .

The Harappan culture covered parts of Punjab, Haryana, Sindh,
Baluchistan, Gujarat, Rajasthan and Western Uttar Pradesh. It extended
from Roper (Punjab) in the north to Bhagatrav (Gujarat) in the south and
from Sutkagendor (Pakistan-Iron border) in the west to Alamgirpur (UP) in
the east. According to the latest excavation the northern most site is Manda
(Jammu and Kashmir) and sourthern most site is Diamabad (Maharashtra)
the total areal,299,600sq.km. which is larger than Pakistan and certainly
bigger than ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia.



Important sites

The two important cities were Harappa in Punjab and Mohanjodaro
(the mound of the dead) in Sindh, both now in Pakistan. Situated at a
distance of 483km. A third city Chanhudaro located 130km south of
Mohenjodaro in Sindh and a fourth at Lothal in Gujarat. A fifth city
Kalibangan which means black bangles in northern Rajastan. A sixth city
Banawali is situated in Hissar district in Haryana.

The other iinportant cities are Rupar in Panjab, Rakhigarhi, Mitatal in
Haryana, Dholavira and Surkotada in Gujarat, Daimabad in Maharastra ,
Sutkagendur on the Makran coast(near Pakistan-Iran boarder) Alamgirpur
in Western Uttar Pradesh.

[ The three phases of civilization

The whole period of Harappan civilization is infact divided into three
phases.

1. Early Harappan phase(4000BC to 2600BC):It was marked by some
town planning in the form of mud structure, elementary trade, arts
and crafts etc.,

2. Mature Harappan phase (2600BC to 1900BC):It was the period in
which we notice well developed towns and brunt brick structures,
inland and foreign trade, crafts of various types etc.,

3. Late Harappan phase (1900BC to 1750BC): It was the phase of decline
during which many cities were-abandoned and the trade disappeared
leading to the gradual decay of the significant urban traits.

PX]Tue Hararpan Scrier )

The Harappans invented the art of writing like the people of ancient

Mesopotamia and Egypt. Although the earliest specimen of Harappan script
was noticed in 1853 and the complete script discovered by 1923, it was not
been deciphered so far. Some try to connect it with the Dravidian or the
proto-Dravidian language, others with the Sanskrit language and still others
with the Sumarian language. But none of these readings are satisfactory.
As the script has not been deciphered, we cannot judge the Harappan
contribution to literature nor can we say anything about their ideas and
beliefs.
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The Harappans did not write long inscriptions. Most inscriptions were
recorded on seals and contain only a few words. Historians have identified
375 to 400 characters. They are of the opinion that the characters are
not alphabetic but either pictographic or logographic. The script is written
from right to left but on a few seals it has been written left to right. The
seals were used for trade purposes. Prof. Madhusudan Misra claims that
the language of Harappans is Sanskrit. According to Prof. Mahadevan

Proto-dravidian was the language of Harappans. The language issue can

be solved in times to come.

\

EXATown Pranvmve |

The most unique feature of the Harappan civilization was the development
of the urban centers. Urbanization is made possible only when there is an
agricultural surplus. Mohenjodaro, Harappa, Chanhudaro, Lothal and other
éities of the Harappan civilization reflect the first urbanization in the history
of India.

The main streets of the cities at both Harappa and Mohenjo-daro were
ggnera]ly oriented from North to South, with connecting streets running east



to west. The streets of Major cities such as Mohenjodaro and Harappa were
also laid out in a perfect grid pattern. The street lay out showed an
understanding of the basic principles of traffic, with rounded corners to allow
the turning of carts easily. Except for the west central blocks, the basic unit of
city planning was the individual house. Bricks of fixed sizes were used for
building while stone and wood were also used. Buildings in the lower area were

rather monotonous, being mainly functional rather than decorative.

r

T ™
The average house in these ancient cities appeared to have stood at

least two storeys. Staircases were there. The steps and risers still survive.
The houses were built on plinths rising above the street level with flights
of steps recessed in the wall at the front door. The doors of the houses

usually opened on the side lanes rather than on the main streets. )

The existence of a theocratic and authoritarian society indicated by the
presence of large and well-fortified citadels in each of the capital cities.
These citadels always face west which served as sanctuaries for the cities
populations in times of attack and as community centers in times of peace.
The citadel at Harappa measuring 1400ft x 600fton mount 40ft high which
faced foundation with brick embankment 45ft. thick. The citadel at
Mohenzodaro included a very large building that may have been a palace.
Drainage System

One of the most remarkable features of Harappan cities was the carefully
planned drainage system. All cities every big or small house had its own
courtyard and bathroom. Water
¢ | flowed from the house to the streets

1 which had drains. The street drains
: were covered with manholes bricks
or stone slabs were constructed at
regular intervals by the side of the
streets for cleaning. This shows that

the people were well acquainted

with the science of sanitation.
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Brick making technique was good and mud mortar was used to bind the
bricks. At the edges of the baths and wells ‘L’ shaped bricks were used.
Vertical drain pipes were fixed to the multi-storied houses. Baths were built
bordering the lanes.

Great Bath

The most important public
place of Mohenjodaro seems to
be the Great Bath. Comprising
the tank which is situated in the
'citadel.mound. It is an example
of beautiful brick work. It |

measures 11.88x7.01 meters

GREAT BATH (MOHENJODARO)

~and 2.4 meters deep. Flights of
steps at either end lead to the surface. There are side rooms for changing
" clothes. The floor of the Bath was made of burnt bricks. Water was drawn
from a large well in an adjacent room and an outlet from the corner of
the Bath led to a drain. Whether the bath was built for public use or for

“use in the rituals it is not certain. |

In Mohenjodaro the largest building is a granary which is 45.71 meters
long and 15.23 meters wide. But in the citadel of Harappa we find as many
as six granaries. We come across a series of brick platforms which formed
the basis for two rows of six granaries.

Another interesting fact about Mohenzodaro is that as many as nine
vertical layers of the city have been dug up. This phenomenon has been
explained by archaeologists as having been caused by the excessive flooding
of the river Indus, which led to the upsurge of ground where fresh
constructions were made. The new constructions are made on the same

plan as of the preceding ones.



Political Organisation

Archaeological records provide no immediate answers for a center of
power or for depictions of people in power in Harappan society. But there
are indications of complex decisions being taken and implemented. For
instance, the extraordinary uniformity of Harappan artifacts as evident in

pottery seals, weights and bricks.

The major theories around the head of the state. y

< There was a single state, given the similarity in artifacts, the evidence
for planned settlements, the standardized ratio of brick size and the

establishment of settlements near sources of raw material.

% There was no single ruler but several, Mohenzodaro had a separate

ruler, Harappa another and so forth.

% Harappan society had no rulers and everybody enjoyed equal status.

PXsociery anp Economy |

Racial Composition of the Indus People

On the basis of an examination of the skeletal remains Indus people are
indentified into four sub groups they are 1.Proto-Australoids 2
Mediterranean 3.Mongoloids 4.Alpine.According to the view of Prof.Basham
initially there were Proto-Australoids who were later joined by the
Mediterraneans, which led to the introduction of various civilization features.
Gradually the Mediterraneans spread out into different regions and mixed
with the local inhabitants. Thus the Dravidian people appeared.

There are many features in the Indus religion and culture affine to
Dravidian religion and culture, confirming the- Indus people are the
Dravidians. There are scholars who think that Indus men were Turko-

Iranians, who spoke Brahui a Dravidian language.
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OCCUPATIONS
Agriculture

The Indus River carried more alluvial silt than the Nile in Egypt and
deposited it on the food plains. The Indus people sowed seeds in the floods
plains in November, when the flood water receded, and reaped their harvest
of wheat and barley in April, before the advent of the next flood. No hoe or
plough share has been discovered, but the furrows discovered in Kalibangan
show that the fields were ploughed in Rajasthan in the Harappan period.
The Harappans probably used the wooden ploughshare. Stone sickles may
have been used for harvesting the crops. The Harappan villages mostly
situated near the flood plains, produced sufficient food grains not only to
feed themselves but also the town people. They must have worked very hard
to meet their own requirements as well as those of the artisans, merchants
and others who lived in the city. |

The chief food crops include wheat, barley, peas, sesamum, mustard,
jejube etc. The evidence for rice has come from Lothal and Rangapur in the
form of husks embedded in pottery. Food grains were stored in huge granaries
in both Mohenjodaro and Harappa. Probably cereals were received as taxes
from peasants and stored in granéries for the payment of wages as well as
for use during emergencies. The Indus people were the earliest people to
produce cotton. A piece of woven cloth has been found at Mohenjodaro.
Apart from cereals, fish and animal meat also formed a part of the Harappan
diet.

Domestication of Animals

Although the Harappans practiced agriculture, animals were kept on a
large scale. Humped and humpless cattle, buffaloes, goats, sheep and pigs
were domesticated. Historians think that horse was not known to the Indus
people. The bones obtained at Surkotada are not those of horse but were of
ass, says Romilla Thapar. The Indus seals which depict many animals do

not show a horse.



Trade

Trading network both internal and external was a significant feature of
the urban economy of the Harappans. Various kinds of metals and precious
stones were needed by craftsmen to make goods, but as these were not
available locally they had to be brought from outside. The Harappans
acquired copper mainly from the Khetri mines in Rajastan, gold from Kolar
mines in Karnataka, silver from Afganisthan. They did not use metal money.
Most probably they carried on all exchanges through barter. They practiced
navigation on the coast of Arabian Sea. They knew the use of wheel and

carts with solid wheels were in use in Harappa.

5 Harappan Trade
The Harappans had commercial links with one area of Rajasthan and

also with Afghanistan and Iran. Their cities also carried commerce with
those in the land of the Tign's and the Euphrates. Many Harappan seals
have been discovered in Mesopotamia. Th¢ Mesopotamian records from
about 2350 BC onwards refer to trade relations with Meluha, which was
the ancient name given to the Indus region. The Mesopdtamian texts
speak of two intermediate trading stations called Di]mun‘-and Makan

which'lay between Mesopotamia and Meluha.

Weights and Measures

The urban people of the Indus region also needed and used weights and
measures for trade and other transactions. Numerous articles used for weights
have been found. In weighing mostly 16 or its multiples were used for instance
16, 64, 160,320 and 640. The Harappans also knew the art of measurement.

Art-crafts-industries

Indus people were not artistic whatever specimens of art that have been
found are simplistic and utilitarian. The pottery, terracotta figurines, seals
and amulets are those that reflect their artistic skills.
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Harappan Pottery

The Harappans were great experts in the use
of the potter’'s wheel. We come across numerous
pots painted in various designs. Haréppan pots
were generally decorated with the designs of trees

and circles.
Seals Harappa Burial Pottery

The Harappans manufactured HARAPPAN SEALS
seals of various kinds. More than two W EEALd i
thousand seals have been discovered :
from different sites. These were
generally square in shape and were
made of steatite. Besides various kinds
of animals, the Harappan seals contain

some signs in the Harappan script

which however has not been

deciphered so far. The most famous of the seals is the one with a horned male
deity represented on it. He has three heads and is sitting in Yogic posture
surrounded by four animals viz elephant, tiger, rhinoéeros and a buffalo. He
has been identified by many scholars with the ancient form of the god

pashupathi though there are others who dispute this identification.

Images
A well known piece of Art of the Harappan period is

a stone sculpture of a bearded man discovered at
Mohenjadaro. His eyes are half closed indicating a
posture of meditation. Across the left shoulder is an

embroidered loak. In the opinion of some scholars it
could be a bust of a priest. Another important specimen
of bronze ‘dancing girl’ discovered at Mohenzodaro. It
is a nude female figure, with right arm on the hip and

left arm hanging in a dancing pose. She is wearing

many of bangles.



Terracotta Figurines

‘A large number of terracotta
ﬁgurines of males and females have
been discovered from various.
Harappan sites. The female
figurines outnumber those of males
and are believed or represent the
‘worship of Mother goddess. Besides

these, a variety of models of birds,

monkeys, dogs, sheep, cattle,
humped bulls are found. However the note-worthy specimen in this regard

is various models of terracotta carts.
Beadmaking Technology

Bead making also was an
important craft. Beads were made
of precious and semiprecious
stones such as agate and
carnelian. Steatite was used for
making beads. The evidence of
bead makers shops have been
found at chanhudaro and Lothal.

HARAPPAN BEADS Gold and silver beads have alsq

been found. Ivory carving and

inlaying used in beads, bracelets and other decorations were

MOTHER

GODDESSES also in practice.

Religious Beliefs and Practices

Our knowledge on the religious beliefs and practices of the
Harappans is largely based on the IIarappan seals and ten’écotta
figurines available to us. A large number of terrécotta ﬁguﬁnes of
women have been found, heavily jeweled, some with elaborate head-
dresses. These were regarded as Mother Goddesses. In one figurines
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a plant is shown growing out of the embryo of a woman. Probably the image
represents the goddess of earth. There are many scholars who refer to the
worshipping of Linga (phallus) which became so intimately connected with
Shiva in later times. Numerous symbols of phallus and female sex organs
made of stone have been found in Harappa. They were possibly meant for
worship. The Rigveda speaks of the non-aryan people who were phallus

worshippers.

The male deity is represented on a seal. This god has
three horned heads. He is represented in the sitting o
posture of a yogi, placing one foot on the other. This god
is surrounded by an elephant, a tiger, a rhinoceros, and
has a buffalo below his throne. At his feet appear two-
deer. The depicted god is identified as Pashupati

PASHUPATI

Mahadeva. But the identification is doubtful, because horned gods also

appear in other ancient civilizations.

In another instance, a deity is shown with horns and flowing hair sanding
nude between the branches of a pipal tree and a worshipper is kneeling in
front. It may represent tree worship animal worship also appears to be popular

among the Harappans.

The evidence of fire worship has also been found at some sites such as
Kalibangan and Lothal. At Kalibangan a series of raised brick platforms
containing ash and animal bones have been discovered. These are identified

by many scholars as fire altars.

The burial practices and the rituals related with them have been a very
important aspect of religion in any culture. However in this context Harappan
‘sites have not yielded any monument such as the pyramids of Egypt or the
royal cemetery at Ur in Mesopotamia. Dead bodies were generally rested in
north-south direction with their head towards north and the feet towards south.
The dead were buried with a varying number of earthen pots. In some graves
the dead were buried along with goods such as bangles, beads and copper

mirrors. This may indicate that the Harappans believed in life after death.



Decline of the Harappan Civilization

You may be wondering how the Harappan civilizationi came to an end. Well
scholars put forward many theories in this regard.

In 1953 Sir Mortimer Wheeler proposed that the decline of the Indus
civilization was caused by the invasion of an Aryans. As evidence, he cited a
group of 37 skeletons found in various parts of Mohenjodaro and passages
in the Vedas referring to battles and forts. However scholars soon started to
reject Wheeler’s theory, since the skeletons belonged to a period after the
city’s abandonment and none were found near the citadel. Subsequent
examinations of thelskeletons by Kenneth Kennedy in 1994 showed that
the marks on the skulls were caused by erosion and not violent aggression.
Today many scholars believe that the collapse of the Indus civilization was
caused by drought and a decline in trade with Egypt and Mesopotamia. It
has also been suggested that immigration by new peoples, deforestation,
floods or changes in the course of the river may have contributed to the

collapse of the Indus valley civilization.
Significance of Harappan Civilization

Previously; it was also believed that the decline of the Harappan
civilization led to an interruption of urban life in the Indian subcontinent.
However, the Harappan civilization did not disappear suddenly and many
elements of the Harappan civilization can be found in later cultures mahy ,
important features of Harappan religion were adopted in later Hinduism.
The Harappans worshipped Pashupati Shiva in his actual form as well as in
the representative form as Linga, worship of mother goddéss, worship of

trees and animals were all adopted by Hinduism.

The Harappan civilization contributed towards the advancement by
mathematics. The numerical and decimal system was evolved here which
made remarkable contributions towards Vedic mathematics. The Harappan
way of making baked potterfy, bricks, beads, jewellary, textiles etc., was
adopted in the later civilization. The foundation of India’s brisk maritime

trade with central and west Asia was also laid by the Harappan people.
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Thus the Harappan civilization remained a source of the civilization processes

and many of its features were amalgamated later in Indian civilizations.
TABLE-I

Major Periods in early Indian Archaeology

 Lower Palaeolithic period 2 Million BC A
Middle Palaeolithic period 80,000BC
Upper Palaeolithic period 35,000BC
Mesolithic period 12,000BC
Neolithic period 10,000BC
Chalcolithic period ~ 6,000BC
Harappan civilization 2,600BC
Early iron, megalithic burials 1,000BC
\Early Historic period 600BC-400BC ]
TABLE-II
Major Sites Discovered in Harappan Civilization
' Year Site On The River Discovered By |
1921 Harappa Ravi DayarafnSahni
1922 Mohenjodaro Indus R.D.Banerjee
1935 Chanhudaro Indus M.G Majundar
1935 | Kot-Dijji Indus Chuvey
1953 Kalibangan Ghaggar A.Ghosh
1953 Ropar Sutlej Y.D.Sharma
1954 Lothal Bhogawa S.R.Rao
1964 Surkotada Run of kutch Jagapati Joshi
1973 Banawali Saraswati R.S.Bist




MVEDIC AGE, SocieErY, Economy AND CULTURE |

The vedic age is one of major milestones in the histofy of India. It is estimated
that the vedic period in India lashed from 1500BC-600BC.This period brought
about a multitude of changes in the lifestyle of people. The vedic age is broadly

classified into two categories
1. The early vedic age 1500BC-1000BC
2. The post vedic age 1000BC-600BC.

The migration of the Aryans to the Indian subcontinent is what triggered
off the vedic age. As the name suggests, this period got its name from the
four Vedas or the sacred scriptures that were created during that time. The
four sacred vedas are Rigveda, Samaveda, Yajurveda and Atharvanaveda.
These scriptures provide essential knowledge of the lifestyle during the Vedic
age. The Vedas are.the foundatidh of the Hindu religion. Apart from the
Vedas, we have two great epics, Ramayana and Mahabharata written during
post vedic age. These two epics tell a lot about the culture, society religious

beliefs etc., of people during that time.

Migration of the Aryans
The term Aryan originates from the Sanskrit word arya, in origion and

ethnic self-designation, in classical Sanskrit meaning “honourable, respectable,
noble”. In the 19" century, Aryans were considered a race. Now it is thought'
of as a linguistic group of people who spoke Indo-European language from
which later emerged Sanskrit, Latin and greek etc. This is reflected from the
words in these languages which are similar in sound and meaning. Thus
the Sanskrit words matri and pitri are similar to the latin mater and pater.
Similarly, Indra of the Hittite (Turkey) language is similar to Indra of the
Vedas. Suryas and Maruttash of the Kassite (Mesopotamia) inscriptions are

equivalent of the vedic Surya and Marut.

Originally the Aryans seem to have lived somewhere in the steppes
stretching. from southern Russia in.Central Asia. From here, a group of

them migrated to northwest India and came to be called Indo-Aryans.
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The archaeological evidence of migrations comes from what is known as
Andronovo culture situated in Southern Siberia. This culture flourished in
the Second millennium BC. From here people moved to north of Hindukush
and from here they entered India. During the period between 1900BC and
1500BCwe get, in these regions, evidence of horses, spoked wheels, firecult
and cremation which formed important parts of Aryan life in India. Apart
from these, the artifacts and ceramics also suggest movement of people
from central Asian region to South Asian region. However it may be noted
that some scholars still argue that the Aryans were the indigenous people

of India that they did not come from outside.

The new people came in several batches spanning several hundred years.
All this while interaction between the indigenous inhabitants and the new
comers continued. One of the important results of this process of interaction
was that the vedic form of the Aryan language became predominant in the
entire northwestern India. The texts composed in this language are popularly

known as the vedic texts.

VEDIC LITERATURE

The Vedas

The word veda comes from the root ‘Vid'which means ‘to know’. In other
words the term veda signifies ‘superior knowledge’. The vedic literature
consists of the four Vedas-Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda and
Atharvanaveda.The Rigveda is the earliest of the four Vedas and it consists
1028 hymns. The hymes were sung in praise of various gods. The Yajurveda
consists of various details of rules to be observed at the time of sacrifice. The
Samaveda is set to tune for the purpose of chanting during sacrifice. It is
called the book of chants and the origins of Indian music are traced in it.
The Atharvanaveda contains details of rituals. Besides of Vedas, there are
other sacred works like the Brahmanas, the Aranyakas, the Upanishads.
The Brahmanas explain the hymns of the Vedas in an orthodox manner.

They are written in prose and are ritualistic in nature. The Aranyakas are



called forest books and they deal with mysticism, rites, rituals and sacrifices.
The Upanishads (to sit down near someone) are philosophical texts dealing
with topic like the soul, the absolute, the origin of the world and the mysteries
of nature. The Aranyakas and Upanishads are mainly appendices to the

Brahmanas.
Vedangas

The six vedangas are Siksha, Kalpa, Vyakarana, Nirukta, Chnanda and
Jyothisha. Siksha deals with pronunciation, Kalpa with rituals, Vyakarana
with grammar, Nirukta with Etymology, Chnanda with Metre and Jyothisha

- with Astronomy. Of the six, Kalpa is the most important, including three
groups of sutras, the Srauta sutras which deal with scarifices, the Grihya
sutras which deal with the ceremonies connected with family life and the
Dharma sutras which provide rules of conduct for the various classes of

people and the various stages of their life. These are written in sutra style.

Darshans

There are six schools of Indian Philosophy known as shad-darshans. |
These are Nyaya, Vaishesika, Sankhya, Yoga, Purva and Uttaramimamsas.
They all propagate the virtues of life and are opposed to external rituals.
The Nyaya Darshana written by Gautama, Vaishesika Darshana by
kanada Rishi, Sankhya Darshana by kapila, Yoga Darshana by patanjali,

Purvamimarsa by Jaimini and the Uttaramimansa was composed by

Badarayana.

Upavedas
There are four Upavedas.

1. Dhanurveda (deals with thc art of warfare)

[

Gandharvaveda (deals with music)
Shilpaveda (deals with architecture)

3
4. Ayurveda (deals with the science of life)
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Vedic Age (1500bc-1000bc)
Sapta-Sindhu

The early Vedic Aryans lived in the area known as sapta-Sindhu meaning
area of seven rivers. This area largely covers the northwestern part of south
Asia upto river Yamuna. The seven rivers included Sindu, Vitasta (Jhelum),
Asikni (Chenab), Parushni (Ravi),Vipash (Beas), Shutudri (Sutlej) and the
Sarasvati. In this area the Rig-Veda people lived fought battles, gazed their
herds of cattle and other domesticated animals. Gradually moving eastward,
they came to occupy eastern U.P (kosala) and north Bihar (videha) during the
post Vedic period.

[ Battle of Ten Kings

The Aryans were engaged in two types of clashes. First they fought
with the local inhabitants (they called the local people dasas, dasyyus)
and secondly they fought among themselves. The Aryans fought |
themselves and sometimes enlisted the support of the non-Aryan peoples-
for the purpose. The Bharatas and the Tritsu were the ruling Aryan
clans, and they were suppbrted by priest Vasishtha. The country
Bharatavarsha was named after the tribe Bharata, which appears first in
Rigveda. The Bharata ruling clan was opposed by a host of ten kings, five
of whom were heads of Aryan tribes and the remaining five of non-Aryan
people. The battle that was known as Battle of ten kings. It was fought on
the river parushni (Ravi).Sudas king of Bharatas emerged victory in the
battle. Later the Bharatas was joined by Purus and formed a new ruling
tribe called the Kurus. The Kurus established their rule on upper Gangatic

basin in the post Vedic times.

—

Early Vedic Political System

Vedic Aryans were organized into tribes rather than kingdoms. The chief
of a tribe was called a Rajan. The autonomy of the raja was restricted by the
tribal councils called Sabha and Samiti. The two bodies were in part responsible
for the governance of the tribe. The Rajan could not accede to the throne
without their approval. A.L.Basham noted that Sabha was a meeting of great



men in the tribe, where samiti was a meeting of all tribesmen. Some tribes had
not hereditary chiefs and were directly governed by tribal councils. The main
responsibility of the Rajan was to protect the tribe. He was assisted by the
purohita and senani. Purohita performed ceremonies and spells for success in

war and prosperity in peace.
Early Vedic Economy
Though they had not developed a city civilization, and did not build in

stone or brick, the Aryans were technically well equipped. Their bronze
smiths were highly skilled, and produced tools and weapons much superior
to those of the Harappan culture. Bronze smiths, carpenters, and chariot
makers are frequently fnentio_ned in the Rigveda with much respect. At the
time of the composition of the Rigveda the process of smelting iron was
hardly known outside Anatolia, where the Hittite kings tried to keep it a
secret. Only at the very end of the second millennium BC did the use of iron
begin to spread widely over the civilized world, and it is very unlikely that it

reached India before this time.

The Aryans followed a mixed economy pastoral and agricultural. Cattle
played a predominant part. The term for war in the Rigveda is ‘gavisthi’ or
‘search for cows'. Cattle were in fact a sort of vcurrency and values were reckoned
in heads of cattle (man’s life was equivalent to that of hundred cows). The horse

played the most significant role in their life. The Rigvedic people possessed

‘better knowledge of agriculture. Ploughshare is mentioned in the earliest part

of the Rigveda.
Early Vedic Soéiety

The Rigvedic society was patriarchal. The basic unit of soCi_ety was family.
The head of the family was known as grahapathi. Monogamy was gencrally

‘practiced while polygamy was prevalent among the royal and noble families.

The wife took care of the household and participated in all the major ceremonies.
Women were given equal opportunities as men for their spiritual and intellectual
development. There were women poets like Apala, Viswavara, Ghosa and

Lopamudra during the Rigvedic period women could even attend the popular
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assemblies ‘sabha and samiti’. There was no child marriage and the practice of

sati was absent.

Both men and women wore upper and lower garments made of cotton
and wool. A variety of ornaments were used by both men and women. Wheat
and barley, milk and its products like curd and ghee, vegetables and fruits
are the chief articles of food. The eating of cow’s meat was prohibited since
it was a sacred animal. Chariot racing, horse racing, dicing, music and
dance were the favourite amusements. The social divisions were not rigid

during the Rigvedic period as it was in the post vedic period.
Varna System

Varna was the term used for colour and it seems that the Aryans were
fair and the indigenous inhabitants dark in complextion. The dasas and dasyus,
who were conquered by the Aryans were treated as slaves and sudras. Gradually,
the tribal society was divided into three groups-warriors, priests and people.
The fourth division called the shudras appeared towards the end of Rigveda
period. Because it is mentioned for the first time in the 10* book of Rigveda. In
the age of Rigveda, divisions based on occupations had started. But this division
was not very sharp. We hear of a family in which a member says: “I am a poet,
| my fatheris a pﬁysician, and my mother is a grinder. Earning livelihood through

different means we live together —".
Early Vedic Religion - Rigvedic Gods

The Rigvedic people ‘were engaged in wars with each other they .
worshipped Indra as a god. Indra was the war god and weather god. Maruts
the god of storm aided Indra in the wars like the warriors following their
chiefs. Agni the fire god was the god of the home and was considered an
intermediary' between gods and men. Varuna another important deity was
the keeper of the cosmic order known as rita. This rita was an important
aspect of tribal set up. Soma was associated with plants and herbs. Soma
was also a plant from which an intoxicating juice was extracted. This juice
was drunk at sacrifices. Aditi, Prithivi, Usas are the important goddesses
mentioned in the Rigveda. '



All these gods were invoked and propitiated at yajnas or sacrifices. These
sacrifices were organized by the chiefs of the tribes and performed by priests.
Gods thus invoked in the sacrifices supposedly rewarded the sacrificers
with success in wars, progeny, increase in cattle and long life. It also brought
large number of gifts in the form of dana and dakshina to the priests. Vedic |

people did not construct any temples.

b Tue Post Vepic CULTURE |

The Aryans further moved towards east in the post vedic period. The
Satapatha Brahmana refers to the expansion of Aryans to the eastern
gangetic plains. Several tribal groups and kingdoms are mentioned in the
later vedic literature. The post vedic period is also known as epic age. The

great epics Ramayana and Mahabharata composed in this period.

One important development during this period is the growth of large
kingdoms. Kuru and Panchala kingdoms flourished in the beginning. The
authority of the kuru Panchala people speard over Delhi. They set up their
capital at Hastinapur. The history of the Kuru tribe is irhportant for the battle
of Bharata, which is the main theme of the great epic called the Mahabharata.
This war is supposed to have been fought around 950BC between the Kauravas
and the Pandavas although both of them belonged to the Kuru clan. As a

result practically the whole of the Kuru clan was wiped out.

After the fall of Kurus and panchalas, other kingdoms like Kosala, Kasi
and Videha came in to prominence. The famous ruler of Kasi was Ajatasatru.
Janaka was the king of Videha with its capital at Mitthila. His court was
adorned by scholar Yajnavalkya. Magadha, Anga and Vanga seem to be the
eastern most tribal kingdofns. The later texts also refer to the three divisions
of India Aryavarta (northern India), Madhyadesa (central India) and
Dakshinapatha (southern India) .
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Post Vedic Political Organisation
Larger kingdoms were formed during the post vedic period many jana or
tribes were amalgamated to form janapadas or rashtras in the postvedic period.
Hence the royal power had increased along with the increase in the size of
- kingdom. The king performed various rituals and sacrifices to strengthen his
position. They include Rajasuya (consecration ceremony), Asvamedha (horse
sacrifice) and Vajpeya(chariot race).The kings also assumed titles like
Rajavisvajanan, Ekrat and Samrat. In the later vedic period, a large number of
new officials were involved in the administration in addition to the existing
purohita, senani and gramani. They include the treasury officer, tax collector
-and royal messenger. At the lower levels the administration was carried on by
the village assemblies. The importance of the samiti and sabha had diminished

during the post vedic period.

Post Vedic Economy

Iron was used extensively in this period and this enabled the peoplé to
clear forests and to bring more land under cultivation. Agriculture became
the chief occupation. Improved types of implements were used for cultivation.
Besides Barley, rice and wheat were grown. Knowledge of manure was another
improvement. Industrial activity became more varied and there was greater
specialization. Metal work, leather work, carpentry and pottery made great
progress. In addition to internal trade,» foreign trade became extensive. The
post vedic people were familiar with the sea and they traded with countries
like Babylon. A class of hereditary merchants came into existence. Vaisyas
also carried trade and commerce. They organized themselves into guilds
known as ganas. Besides Nishké of the Rigvedic period, gold and silver
coins like Satamana and Krishnala were used as media of exchange.

Post Vedic Society

’I‘hé four divisions of society (Brahmans, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas and Sudras)
or the varna system was thoroughly established during the post vedic period. -
The two higher classes Brahmana and Kshatriya enjoyed privileges that were
denied to the Vaisya and Sudra. Many sub-castes on the basis of their occupation

appeared in this period.



Ashrama system was introduced in Post vedic period. In the family the
power of the father increased during the postvedic period. There was no
improvement in the position of women. They were still considered inferior and
subordinate to men. Women also lost their political rights of attending
assemblies. Child marriages had become common. According the Aitereya
Brahmana daughter has been described as a source of misery. However, the

women in the royal household enjoyed certain pﬂvilegeé.

Asrama System . »

Asrama system was introduced in post vedic period. During this period
life span of 100 years of a man was divided into four equal parts of 25
years each and different duties were assigned to him in different parts of

life. The ashrams were

1. Brahmacharya - student to age 25

2. Gruhastha - householder from 25 to 50

3. Vanaprastha - hermit from 50 to 75

4. Sanyasa - wandering mendicant from 75 years up
Caste System

During the post vedic period the caste system became very rigid. It was
difficult to change one’s caste but it was not absolutely impossible. The society
had been divided into four main caste division - Brahmans, Kshatriyas, Vishayas
and shudras. Brahmans emerged as the most important class. They performed .
the sacrifices and rituals for their clients. Kshatriyas came next and they were
to fight wars, third position- was occupied by Vaishyas and they carried trade
and shudras were considered the lowest among the four castes. The first three
castes called Dvija twice born but shudras were deprived of it. According to
Satpatha Brahmana, Kshatriyas and Brahmanas could marry women from
the Vaishyas and shudra but Vaishyas and Shudras could not marry Brahmana

and Kshatriya women.
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Post Vedic Religion-gods

Gods of the early Vedic period like Indra and Agni lost their importance.
Prajapathi (the creator) Vishnu (the protector), and Rudra (the destroyer)
became prominent during the post Vedic period. The importance of prayers
declined and that of sacrifices increased. Priesthood became a profession

and a hereditary one.

The formulae for sacrifices were invented and elaborated by the priestly
class. Therefore, towards the end of this period there was a strong reaction
against priestly domination and against sacrifices and rituals. The rise of
Buddhism and Jainism was the direct result of these elaborate sacrifices.
Also, the authors of the Upanishads, which is the essence of Hindu
philosophy, turned away from the useless rituals and insisted on true

knowledge for peace and salvation.

m SUMMARY |

Harappan culture was the older and most developed characteristic culture

that we know in India. In this chapter, the origin, nature and decline of
Harappan culture and the striking cultﬁral uniformity of the Harappan
civilization were discussed. The life of early Aryans, their socio, economic
and cultural conditions during vedic age was also covered. The magnificance
of Vedic literature which provided base for Indian culture was depicted. In
the transformatic on into later vedic period. How caste became rigid and

kingship became territorial was observed.



[ QUESTIONS |

I Short Answer Type questio'n's

1.

N

Write about. Harappan script.

Write some important features of the Harappan religious life.
How did théw Harappan civiliiation came to an end?

Write about Rigvedic culture.

Write about later vedic society and economy.

Write about Asrama system.

. Very Short Types Questions

1. Great bath

2. Seals

3. Vedas

4. Darsanas

5. Sabha, Samithi

6. Varna system
Activity
Map Work

On an outline map of India show the extent of the Harappan civilization

and the following sites: Mohenjodaro, Harappa, Chanhudaro, Kalibangan,
Banawali, Lothal, Rupar, Surkotada.

Project Work

Find out if there any museums in your town. Visit one of them and

write a report on any ten items. Describing how old they are, where they

were found and why you think they are on display.
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KX INTRODUCTION

In this unit the main concern is in outlining the political developments
and economic prosperity of the Mahajanapadas during the 6™ BC. Besides,
these developments we will know the reasons how the kingdoms of Magadha
became powerful and subsequently dominated the whole of Northern India.
The sixth century BC is often regarded as a major turning point in early
Indian history. It is an era asociated wih early states, cities, the growing use
of iron, the develoﬁment of coinage etc. It also witnessed the growth of
diverse systems of governments, political and religious thought. The political
and administrative mechanism that developed in the Mahajanapadas
foreshadow the features associated with the modern state-systems. The clan-
based principalities of the earlier times called Janapadas, were ruled by the
clan-chiefs in association with their deliberative assemblies-sabha and samiti.



The Principalities grew into bigger entities that came to be called,
Mahajanapadas, which acquired a composite nature with no specific
importance attached to the class. The J aina texts mentions some sixteen of
the Mahajanépadas.
Sources

The available sources of the sixth century BC are both Literary and
Archaeological. The Literary sources are: Sanskrit Sutras, The Jatakas,
Tripithakas, Commentaries on the Pitakas, Dipavamsa and Mahavamsa.
The Archaeological sources are: Bharhut, Sanchi, Amaravati Stupas, Painted
Grey Ware (PGW) Northern Black Polished Ware (NBPW) excavated sitcs.
Sanskrit texts

8 Vedas
Rgveda' 1500 BC

Samveda 1000 BC Dharmasastras Dharmasutras

| Yajurveda 1000 BC 800 BC 800 BC

Athervana Veda 1000 BC

EARLY STATES |

By 1000 BC the Later Vedic' Aryans slowly moved from Saptasindhu
region to Aryavarta region or Gangetic plains. The Later Vedic Aryans
found comfortable places to settle down in the Gangetic plains, where they
cleared forests. The fertile soil, perennial rivers, accurate rainfall made
them to settle down over the areas and developed agriculture by introducing
the use of iron in eigth century BC, the.revolution which occurred in
agriculture led to the crafts, trade and commerce. Aryan clans further
moved to the eastern Gangaetic plains right upto Bengal. The Later Vedic
Aryans who settled down over the Gangetic plain. and depended more on
agriculture than pastoral economy. The ‘Rajan’ (tribal chief) of Rigveda
changed to a ‘Bhupati’. In other words, his responsibilities were changed
from protection of the clan people and animals such as cows to protect and
expand the territory for agricultural purposesbut also administer the larger
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area. In this context, Bhupati had taken the assistance from the officials
such as yuvaraja, mantrin, senapati, kosadhikari for the welfare of the
people. The brahmana who was a kingpin of all these changes suggested
Bhupati through Dharmasutras and Dharmasastras.to control the society
by using the Danda. Permanent territory, settled peopleb, Agovemment and
sovereignty are all the features of a state. These features took concrete
shape by the 6% BC when the fullfledged state emerged. These states have
the great northern highway, from Taxila in the northewest to the eastern
Ganga ports, hundreds of ox-carts trudged, carrying merchandizé, yielding
huge revenue in the form of tolls and tarrif, Control of the eastern part of
the highway and the eastern Ganga ports was covered by tl”’le Mahajanapadas.
All these factors led to the emergence of Mahajanapadas , which are known
as early states in Indian history. The early Janapadas centred round a clan,

the emergent Mahajanapadas were pluralistic.

~

Infact all 16 Mahajanapadas names were the names of Rgvedic group
names. So,group names converted into Territory names such as KURU,

PANCHALA of sixteen Mohajanapadas, some were Monarchical and some

Republics.

\ J

EX]SxrEEN MaHAJANAPADAS ]

The Buddhist thts mention the sixteen Mahajanapadas for the first
time. These were mostly situated North of the Vindhyas and many of them
were concentrated in the Gahgetic valley. They were Anga, Magadha, Vrijji,
Malla, Kosala, Vatsa, Panchala, Matsya, Surasena, Kuru, Kamboja,
Gandhara, Chedi, Avanti and Kasi. Of these, Magadha, Kosala, Vatsa and
Avanti were of considerable importance. The Mallas, for instance, had a
republican form of government. The Vrijjis also had a republic, but weré
formed of a confederacy of tribes. Majority of the Mahajanapadas mentioned
above were monarchical in nature. It has been observed that these kingdoms
were concentrated in the Gangetic plains, while the republics were mostly
found in the foothills. An important point to note about this differentation



is that, the former were concentrated in more fertile region, while the latter,
besides being small in size, tended to occupy less fertile and hilly areas.
Exacavations have brought to light important urban settlements mainly
situated in eastern Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, like Rajaghat, Chirand, Rajgir,
Vaishali, Kausambi, Hastinapura, which all indicate that the material basis
had naturally facilitated in strengthening the base of these kingdoms. While
in the monarchical kingdoms the formation of state organs like the army,
taxation, bureaucracy found congenial soil. In the republican kingdoms
many of the tribal traditions continued, though the loyalty was now to the
territory, and not to an individual single tribe.

It is of some significance to note that the Buddhist literature is silent
about the political condition of the kingdoms that were situated in western
Uttar Pradesh. The land of Kuru, Panchala during the Later Vedic phase
had played a prominent role before the 6th BC. The Buddhist literature,
instead,concentrated on describing the kingdoms of eastern Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar and in fact, mentions some new kingdoms for the first time.
The easternmost kingdom was that of Anga with its capital at Champa.
Eventually,this came under the suzerainty of Magadha. Magadha gradually
grew into the most important kingdom. On north of the Ganga was situated
the kingdom of the Vrijjis which consists of eight clans. Of these,
Lichchavis,with their capital at Vaishali, weré the most powerful. The
kingdom of Kasi was important, and during the first half of this period, it
had its capital at Shravasti. It is associated with the story that is described
in the Ramayana. This kindgom was also included in the tribal republican
territory of the Shakyas. Near the Kosala kingdom also lay the republican
territory of the Mallds, whose capital was at kushinagara. The kingdom of
Vatsas lay to the west of these and they had their capital at Kausambi. The
older states of the Kurus and the Panchalas were situated further west and
as mentioned before, they did not enjoy much political importance during
this period. The kingdom of Avanti was situated in central Malwa and the
adjoining parts of Madhya Pradesh. It had its capital at Ujjain. The two
kingdoms situated in the northwest were Kambhoja and Gandhara. Many
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of these kingdoms had more than one capital city. The political history of
the period is marked by the incessant struggles for supremacy between
these states. Each of them wanted to expand politically at the expense of
the others. In the republican kingdoms, the tribal loyalty was stronger which
permitted these smaller republica;n kingdoms, particularly to function well.
But, in cases of conflict with the monarchical kingdoms,the latter were
“more successful. The struggle for ascendancy in the Ganges valley plains
were rivals for the control of the strategic and economically advantageous
Ganges valley plains. The Magadhan kingdom also had a long period of
conflict with the republic of Vrijjis,‘ whom they could suppress only after a
long time. This battle for the prominence of Magadha lasted for about 400
years. | '
The Arthasastra of later times mentions some names of the political
theorists such as Bharadwaja, Katyayana, Parashara, Kinjaika,
Kaunapadantha, Pisuna, Visalaksha and Dirgha Charayana who depict
the politicél conditions of the sixth century BC. According to Anguttara
Nikaya a Buddhist literature the sixteen Mahajanapadas spread from
Kamboja in the west to Anga in the east of North India. Of these, Magadha,
Kosala, Vatsa, Avanti seem to have been considerably powerful. These four
states strived for territorial expansion and establishment of universal states.
Kosala lay to the west of them and Magadha which was southeast to India.
The political history of India from the sixth century BC onwards is the
history of struggles between these states for supremacy. Ultimately the
kingdom of Magadha emerged to be the most powerful and succeeded in
founding an empire. The sixteen Janapadas emerged with two types of
governments, Republic and Monarchy. The political theorists of the times -
supported, with their theories, monarchical despotism with total control
over the state and the administrative machinefy. These developments together
point out to the ongoing multi-lateral efforts in the direction of a universal

religion and a universal state.



Republic

Monarchy

The Republics had emerged from a
growing dependence on agrarian
economy, Vedic tribes retained much
more tribal tradition than the
Monarchies. In Republics. Sabha
and Samiti play crucial role and the
Chief of the State obey to the Sabha
and Samiti. The Chief post was not
Buddha
impressed by the system of Republic.

hereditary. was

\

The decline of tribal culture in
combination with a stimulated,
growth of monarchies, where the
raja is powerful and his post most

of the times is hereditary

; Salient features of Mahajanapadas

Salient features are:

necessary.

L

Janapadas means the land where a JANA ( a people, clan or tribe) sets

its foot or settles. It is a word used in both Prakrit and Sanskrit. The

1. Each Mahajanapada had a Capital city which was often fortified.

2.Maintaining of these cities need financial resources (treasury) are

3.To protect the Capital city incipient armies are necessary

4.To do the above activities, effective bureaucracy is needed.
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S. Mahajanapadas Capital Present Place
No.

1 Kambhoja Bhojapuram N.W.Frontier Province
2 Gandhara Taxila Afghanistan

3 | Kuru Indraprasta Thanewswar

4 Matsya Viratnagar Jaipu.r

5 | Surasena Mathura Mathur

6 Panchala Ahichchtra Bareilly

7 Malla Kusinaragar Gorakhpur

8 Kosala Shravasti Oudh (u.p)
9 | Vajji Vaishali . N. Bihar

10 | Anga Champa E. Bihar

11 Magadha Patalipufra S. Bihar

12 | Kasi - Varanasi Benaras

13 | Vatsa Kaushambi Allahabad

14 | Chedi Suktimati " Bundelkhand
15 | Avanti Ujjain | Malwa

16 | Asmaka Potan Godavari valley




Kosala and Magadha |

Kosala and Magadha the tribal states exercised a total -control over the
cultivable lands and could assign strips of those lands to anyone and could
even reassign them to others. They needed a fixed amourit of recurring
revenue for the maintenance of their huge armies and :administrative
machinery. In this way, Magadha and Kosala became the stronger'ones

among the Mahajanapadas
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EX! Rise anp crowrs oF MaGaDHA |

The first well-known and important king of Magadha was Bimbisara
(544-492 B.C) belongs to Haryanka dynasty. He raised the prestige and
power of Magadha by marrying the daughters of Kosala, Vaisali and Madra
(Punjab). He acquired Anga. Ajatsatru (492-462 B.C) the son of Bimbisara
who is also known as Kunika came to the throne. He fought with Prasenajit
the king of Kosala and defeated him. He carried on war for 16 years with the
Lichchavi tribe. He also attacked Vaisali and succeeded. Apart from these
wars there was another strong reason for the rise of Magadha, for sometime
Lichchavis had been harassing the traders on Ganga, by forcibly collecting
tariff from them. The traders had been complaining to Magadha about
this double payment to Magadha and the Lichchavis, this economic cause
which made Magadha to wage war against Lichchavi tribe for long time.
Ajatasatru strengthened the defence of Rajagriha fort. Ajatasatru succeded
by his son Udayan (462-440 B.C). His reign is important because he has
completed the new capital Pataliputra which was built upon the confluence
of the Ganga and Son at Pataliputra: Udayan was succeeded by the dynasty
of Shishunagas who temporarly shifted the capital to Vaisali. Shishunaga
dynasty lasted barely half a century and gave away to the usurper
Mahapadmananda, who inaugurated a short lived dynasty which ended in
321 B.C. Nanda kingdom was the first non-kshatriya dynasties. Nandas
were “cut short by Chandragupta Maurya the young adventurer who usurped
the Nanda throne in 321 B.C.

In the Northern India, smaller principalities and republics gradually
merged with the Magadha empire. But, the northwestern India presented a
different picture in the first half of the sixth century BC. Several small
principallities such as those of the Kambhojas, Gandharas and Madras,
fought with one another. It did not have any powerful kingdom like that of
Magadha to weld the warring communities into one organised kingdom.
The area was also wealthy, and could be easily centred through the passes

of Hindukush. The Achaemenian rulers of Iran, who expanded their empire



at the same time as the Magdhan princes, took advantage of the political
disunity on the northwestern frontier. The Iran ruler, Darius I, penetrated
into northwestern India in 516 BC and annexed Punjab, west of the Indus
and Sindh. These areas constituted the twentieth province or satrapy of
Iran, the total number of satrapas in the Iranian empire being twenty eight.
These were the most fertile and populous parts of the empire. It paid tribute
of three hundered and sixty talents of gold which accounted for one-third of
the total revenue of Iran from its Asian provinces, The Indian subjects were
also enrolled in the Iran army, Xerexes, the successor of Darius, employed
the Indians in the long war against the Greeks. It appears that India continued
to be a part of Iraninan empire till Alexanders’s invasion of India.

The Persian invasion of Inidia had a cultural impact. It is believed that
the evolving of Aramic script and the rising of stone pillars during Mauryan
times have been considerably influenced by the Persian style. The
development of the Science of Astronomy also had the Persian influence.
Casues for the rise and growth of Magadhan empire

The growth of the kingdom of Magadha has got an importance of its
own in the history of India. It heralded the foundation of the first great
empire in India. The causes for rise and growth of the Magadhan empire
were follows: |
* Ambitious, Powerful and intelligent rulers such as Bimbisara, Ajatasatru

and Mahapadmananda employed all means of fair and foul at their

disposal to enlarge their kingdoms and strengthen their States.

* = Magadha enjoyed an advantageous geographical position in the age of
iron, which enabled it to manufacture _WCapons of good quality. On
account of this Avanti is a serious competitor to Magadha.

* Magadha lay at the centre of the middle Gangetic plain, the alluvial soil
and heavy rainfall made more productive even without irrigation. This
naturally enabled the peasants to produce considerable surplus,which
could be mopped up by the rulers in the form of taxes.

* Magadha enjoyed a special advantage in military organisation. Magadha

is a state which first used elephants on a large scale in its wars against
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its neighbours. From Greek sources we learn that the Nandas maintained
6000 elephants.

Magadha had two capitals, the first at Rajagriha and the second at
Pataliputra. Rajagriha which is also known.as Giridurga was surrounded
by a group of five hills.. The second capital Pataliputra which is also
known as Jaladurga was constructed by Ajatasatru and completed by
Udayan was situated at the confluence of the Ganga, the Gandak and
the Son, and a fourth river Ghaghra joined the Ganga not far from
Pataliputra. In pre-industrial days, when transport was difficult it was
impossible to capture either Rajagriha or Pataliputra.

Magadha was ruled by monarchs or kings. In this system administration
decision making and its implementation will be done quickly unlike

Republican kingdoms where the process is very slow.

EX!Economy anpD RURAL LIFE)

Cattle-rearing was no longer the primary occupation, agriculture has

taken its place in many villages. During
‘this period most of the people lived in
villages and agriculture was their main
occupation. The arable land was divided
among the heads of the families who
managed their own holdings. Large
holdings were rare. Thére were common
pasture-grounds also. Labourers and
slaves were employed to work in the big
holdings. The king’s share varied from %
to !/, of the produce. The herdsmen gazed
cattle in the pastures. The house-holders

- )
The geographical position of

Magadha had a great
‘influence on its history. It
protected from foreign
invasions and-encouraged °
cultivation and trade. Its rich
iron ores helped Magadhans
make strong weapons and

- tools.
\oos )

of the village formed all land transactions of the village and carried on works

of public utility such as building roads, tanks, rest-houses, works of public

irrigation channels etc., Numecrous villages mentioned in the Pali lexts and

towns seem to have been situatéd amidst the clusters of villages. It seems

that the nucleated rural settlement in which all people settled in one place



with their agﬁcultural lands mostly outside the settlement. The basic unit
of socal and economic organiation in general remained the village.
According to Pali texts there were three kinds of villages.

( Three kinds of villages
* Bhojaka: Inhabited by various castes and communities. It's number is
large. The head of this Village is BHOJAKA

"\

e Sub-urban villages: They are the nature of craft villages. They served
as markets for Countryside.

e Border villages: These villages situated on the limits of country side
which merged into Forests.

J

Surrounding the stockaded village were facilities and pasture, beyond
which lay the wasteland and the jungles. The later were crown property and
the king alone could sanction their clearence for cultivation as theoretically
the land was owned by the king. Land was worked by the Shudra cultivators
who cleared the forests except in the case of privately owned land where
hired labour was used, But private ownership was not widespread. The
Shudras in majority were landless labourers, which weakened their status.
A category lower than that of the Shudras came to be recognised during
this period. These were untouichables. Their occupations may have such
as rush-weaving, hunting came to be looked upon as extremely low.

Various crafts were developed during this period and handi-craftsmen
formed a large part of the population both in the rural and urban areas.
These were about 64 kinds of crafts. Some crafts were cosidered higher
according to the nature of the work. The carpenters, ivory-workers, weavers,
jeweller workers in metals etc., were considered superior to hunters, fisher
men, butchers, shoe-makeers and potters etc., Eighteen of the more
important crafts were organised into guilds or “Shrenis’. The guilds made
rules and regulations for the members of the guilds created a bond of unity
among the members, protected their interests and ensured social and
economic security to them.
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The products of crafts were carried over long distances by merchaﬁts.
We repeatedly hear of 500 cartloads of goods. These contained fine textile
goods, ivory objects, pots etc., All the important cities of the period were
situated on river banks. Trade was facilitated by the use of money. The idea
of coins was already in the Vedic period itself by name ‘Satamana’, ‘Niskha'.
Later as economy was growing the punch-marked coins came into existence
by the 6% century BC which gave momentum to the internal and external

trade and commerce.
-

Coins made of metal
appear first in this age.
The earliest are made
largely of silver though a
few coppers also appear.
They are called punch-
marked coins. They are
punched with certain
marks such as Hill, tree,
~ fish, bull, elephant,

crescent etc.

Punch marked coins _
\_ . _

m AGRICULTURE AND TRADE |

In the Vedic period, agriculture was practised to a limited extent and

trade was also on a limited scale. References to several stages of agricultural
operations are found. There is mention of the use of bulls to draw the
plough (sira), of the sowing of seeds in the furrows(sita) thus made, of the
cutting of the corn with the sickle (datra), the laying of it in bundles on the

threshing floor, and the threshing and final sifting either by sieve (titau) or a



winnowing fan (supra). The mention of artificial waterways such as kulya
and khanitrima apah shows that the use of irrigation was known. Wheat
was the main staple diet. Other crops were barely (yava). Beans, sesamum

and cotton.

In the 6™ century BC agriculture witnessed several improvements and
became the main occupation. One of the prominent developments was the
improvement of the plough which became large and heavy. Knowledge of
manure was another improvement. Apart from the crops mentioned above,
rice (vrihi) was also extensively cultivated now. The 6% century BC people
produced the rainy season crop of rice, called the sastika, which ripens in
60 days. Though the term plasuka is used in the satapatha Brahmana,
the. practice of transplantation was probably not known to the later vedic
people or atleast it was not practiced by them on a large scale. The practice,
however, becomes common from the 6" century BC period onwards. The
Satapatha Brahamana describes the various stages of agriculture such as
ploughing, sowing, repaing and threshing. In addition to barley and rice,
several other kinds of grain like wheat, beans and seasmum were cultivated

in their due seasons.
TRADE

In the 6™ century BC. trade increased to an extent necéssitating
organization. Merchants organized themselves into guilds, kndwn as ganas.
Vaisyas carried on trade and commerce. The haggling of the market had
now become such a pronounced feature of commerce that a whole hymn of
the Atharvana Veda aims at procuring success in trade through clever
‘bargaining. Money lending also began to the practiced by some people.
Kusidin was a designation of the usurer in the Satapatha Brahmana.
Satamana and Krishnala, beside nishkia, came to be used as units of value.
In the Satapatha Brahmana, the gold piece, named Satamana, is frequently
mentioned in connection with the honorarium to be paid to the preiests.
Another type of gold piece, named Suvarna has also been mentioned by in
it.
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m URBANISATION |

By the 6th B.C not only source of income, a new factor had entered the

economic life of North India. Towns had come into existence as centers of
industry and trade. Some, such as Shravasti, Champa, Rajagriha, Ayodhya,
Kausambi and Kasi were of substantial importance to the economy of the
Ganges plain. Others such as Vaishali, Ujjain, Taxila or the port of
Bharukachcha (Broaéh) had a wider economic reach. The growth of towns
were the result of incréésing agricultural, trade and commerce. Prosperity
and the establishment of Mahajanapadas. The trade was carried out not
only within India but also with foreign countries of the North-west and
Western countries. The establishment of Persain empire provided facilities
for crafts. There were several trade routes and roads connecting different

parts of India in all directions.

~

¢ The one trade route was from Kosambi, through Gangetic plains to]
Punjab and Taxila joining the routes to Iran, Central Asia, European
countries. ‘

* Another route from Rajagriha passing through Kosambi and Ujjaini |
was connected with the port of Broach from where the trade was carried
on with Western countries through sea-route.

¢ One important route passed through the entire Gangetic plain and
reched the Burma. '

¢ Another route connected northern plain with the sea-coast of South-

east.

The trade routes developed because of increased trade and in turn helpeci
in enhancing internal as well as external trade. External trade went in:
favour of India and that enhanced the prosperity of the Indians leading to
the grwoth of towns. The impact of Peresian ideas was felt in trade, Persian

Sigloi-type coins were copied in India



¥{ SUMMARY |
The most important of political feature of the 6th cenury BC was the

emergence of 16 Mahajanapadas. The cxpahsion of the kingdom of Magadha
started with Bimbisara. Ajatasatru expanded the frontiers of Magadha and
laid the foundation for the. Magadhan empire. The Na_ndés were the most
powerful rulers of Magadha. Darius-I invasion of India in 516 BC was a
landmark in Indian history. He is the first ruler who invaded and annexed
the northwestern part of Indian province. Though the Sixteen
Mahajanapadas spread through out North India and one janapada Asmaka
was founded in the Deccan. But econmically the 6th century BC was
propsperous. Agriculture, crafts, trade and commerce developed to an extent
that the use of coins became inevitable, which led to the prevalence of

Urbanisation with famous Towns and Cities.

LQUESTIONS)

I. Short Answer Type questions
1. What were the factors contributed for the rise Magadhan Emplre?

2. Give an account of" the Rural Life -of the people of 6% BC.
3. Explain the eg{pansmn of the Magadha empire by various rulers of
- Magadha.

4. How many kind of villages were there in the 6‘h BC? What were

they?
. Very Short Types Questions

Write the »sources“for the 6% B.C.
Describe the punch-marked coins.
Name some important towns of the 6" B.C.

What is Republic government?

. What were the important crafts flourished in the 6t B.C?
oject
1. Identify some (at least 6) kingdoms of the 6% BC
OR

2. Name some important towns of the 6% century BCs.

1

2

3

4

5. How many trade routes were there in the 6% B.C?
6

Pr

m.



Chapter Early Societies and
4 Religious Movements

4.0 Introduction 4.1 Early Societies

4.2 Kinship and Marriages 4.3 Social Differences
4.4 Class Differences 4.5 Religious Movements
4.6 Ajavikas 4.7 Lokayatas

4.8 Jainism 4.9 Buddhism

4.10 Summary

I INTRODUCTION

By 600 B.C the Aryans had spread throughout northern India. Their
political organisation had undergone a great change. They did not live as
simple tribes in a group villages. They had formed themselves into kingdoms
and republics, but there was no paramount power and so there was no

political unity. As the economic conditions were changing rapidly the effect
fell on society and on the thinkers which resulted the emergence of new
religions. According to Romilla Thaper there were 62 religious sects prevailed
in sixth century BC of these sects Jainism and Buddhism were the most
important and they emerged as the most potent religious reform movements.
Infact,Q}n‘Thé same age Confucius founded Confucianism in China.
Sources f

The sources of the sixth centyury BC are the same as we mentined in
the previous chapter. The Northern Black Polished Ware (NBPW) which was



a very glossy, shining type of potter. In addition to with this pottery found

iron implements were found which were meant for crafts and agriculature.

NBPW Pottery

" | This pottery was made of very fing

glaséy shining type of potter and
apparently served as the table-ware of

rich people.

"SUEARLY SOCIETIES |

By the sixth century BC the tribal community has been clearly divided
into four varnas- Brahmins, Khsatriyas, Vaisyas, Shudras in a hierarchical
order and the Varnadharma came into existence. To justify their claims
Brahmins cited a verse from a hymn in the Rigveda known as ‘Purusha
Sukta’.

Purusha Sukta mentions about the four fold division of varnas. It
mentions that the four class of people amerged from body of Prajapathi.

They are as follows

Brahmins-Head, Kshatriyas-Chest, Vaisyas-Thighs, Sudras-Feet

One was expected to discharge the duties according to his varna as set
by the Brahmins is called Dharma, one of the king’s responsibility was to
protect Varna Dharma. Yet, in practice the people were violating their Varna
Dharma. When the Brahmins found such.instances of violations, they laid
down the code of conduct in the form of Dharmasastras and Dharmasutras.
So, the king's main duty was to maintain ‘Dustha Sikshana Sistha
Rakshana’ which means good people should be protected, the wrong people
should be punished by using his judicious and military power. The
hierarchical order of social categories can be referred as castes in which

Brahmins claimed first divine category, while Shudras are at very low order.
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The other Brahmanical practice, evident from 1000 BC onwards was
Gotra which classifies people.

[ What is a gotra ?

Gotra started as a system among Brahmins and remained
predominantly a brahmanical system. The word Gotra mean, a ‘cattle
enclosure’ probably represented a complex of houses. A gotra was the
name of the male head. Gotra exogamy prohibits marriage between
members of same gotra according to Grihysutras. Later gotras were

described as descendents of seven sages..

E®]KinsHIP AND MARRIAGES |

Often people belonging to the same family share food and other resources,
life, work and perform rituals together. Families are usually parts of larger
networks of people defined as relatives or kin. While familial ties are often
regarded as ‘natural’ and based on blood, some societies regard cousins as
being blood relations. For earlier societies it is difficult to reconstruct the

familial relationships of ordinary people than the elite families.

Sanskrit texts use the term Kula to designate families. The term Vamsha ]

is used for lineage.

Sons were considered important or the continuity of the Patrilineage
daughters were viewed rather differently within this framework. Marrying
them into families outside the kin was conidered desirable. This system,
called Exogamy. Kanyadana or the gift of a daughter in marriage was an
important religious duty of the father. While the changing economic
conditions in the sixth century BC there were incidents of questioning the
above beliefs and practices. Keeping this in view the brahmins framed some
norms which were recognised by Dharmasastras and Dharmasutras.

According to Manusmriti there were eight forms of marriages.



[Forms of marriages )
Endogamy : Refers to marraige within a unit group living in the same
locality
Exogamy : Marriage outside the unit
Pologamy = : Practice of a man having several wives
L Polyandry : The practice of a woman having several husbands. )

SociAL DIFFERENCES |

The Dharmasutras and the Dharmasastras contained rules about
the ideal ‘occupations’ of the four categories of varnas. Varnais based on
Birth. The Indian legal and judicial system originated in this period. The
civil and crimiﬁal law came to be b;sed on the varna division. The higher
the varna the purer it was and the higher was the order of moral conduct
expected by civil and criminal law. All kinds of disablities were imposed on
the shudras. They were deprived of religious and legal rights and relegated
to the lowest position in society. They could not be initiated with Upanayana.
Crimes committed by shudras against the brahmins and others were
punished severely. The law givers spread the fiction that the shudras were
born from the feet of the creator. So, memebers of the higher varnas,
especially the brahmins, shunned the company of the shruda, avoided the
food touched by him and refused to enter marriage relations with him.
A shudra could not be appointed to high posts and more importantly he
was specifically asked to serve the twice-born as slave, artisan and
agricultural labourer. Civil and criminal law was administered by royal
agents,who inflicted rough and ready punishments such as scourging,
beheadlng, tearing out of the tongue, etc. In many cases punishfnents for
criminal offences were governed by the idea of revenge. It meant Looth for

tooth and eye for eye.
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FWCLasS DIFFERENCES |

The table shows the various duties allotted according to the class

Varna Occupation

1) Brahmnana Study and teach the vedas perform sacrifices and

give and receive gifts

2) Kshatriya Engage in warfare, protect people and administer
justice, study the Vedas, get sacrifices performed

and gives gifts

3) Vaissyas Study the Vedas get sacrifices performed and
make-gifts, engage in agriculture pastoralism
and trade

4) Shiudras Serving three “higher” varnas

Social mobility
The different varnas are reflected in another term used in texts as Jatis.
It is. also based on birth. However, while the number of Varnas was fixed at
four, there was no restriction on the number of Jatis. Brahmanicai
authorities encountered new groups for instance, people living in forests
suich as the Nishadas or wanted to assign a name to occupational categories
suich as the goldsmith Suvarnakara, which did not easily fit into the fourfold
varna system, they classified them as a Jati. Jatis which shared a common
- Occupation were sometimes organised into Shrenis. As the economy
developed in a rapid growth by internal and external trades the Vaisyés
completely confined to trade activities only. So, the shudras were given as
agriculturalists and pastoral life. While the Brahmins considered some peopie
as being outside the system, they also developed a sharper social divide by

classifying certain social categories as ‘untouchables’.



What is untouchability ?
This rested on a notion that certain activities, especially those connected
~with the performance of rituals, were sacred and by extension ‘pure’.
The impure (untouchables) were handling corpses and dead animals.
These people were placed at the very bottom of the hierarchy. Their touch
and even sight was regarded as “polluting” by those who claimed to be at

the top of the social order.

Women in society

‘Regarding the issue of ownership, Dharmasutras and Dharmasiastras
and the Manusmriti, women could not claim a share of wealth. Hdwever,
they were allowed to retain the gifts they received on the occasion of their
marriage as Stridhana or_'mai(iens property. This could be inherited by
their children. Husband had no claim on it. At the same time, the Manusmriti
warned women against holding family property or even their own
valuables,without the husband’s permission. As far as the gotra is considered
women were expected to give up their father’s gotra and adopt that of their
husband. '.

.Difference between men and women acquiring wealth
’ (According to Manusmriti)

MEN WOMEN

There are seven means of acquiring

wealth: inheritance, finding,

work and acceptance of gifts from
good people.

purchase, conquest, investment,

There are six means of acquiring
wealth the Bridal property. what |
she gets from her brother, mother
or father, any subsequent gift and
whatever her “affectionate” husband
might give her.

_ Regarding marriage women marrying into families outside their kin was
considered desirable. This system was called exogamy (marrying outside).

The lives of young girls and women belonging to families that claimed high
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status were often carefully regulated to ensure that they were married at the
‘right’ time and to the ‘right’ person. This give rise to the belief that
Kanyadana or the gift of a daughfer in marriage was an important religious
duty of the father. |

With the emergence of new towns in sixh century BC social life became
more complex. People from near and far met to buy and sell their products
and share ideas in the urban milieu. This may have led to a questioning of
carlier beliefs and practices. Faced with this challenge, the Brahmins laid
down strict codes of social behai;i:bur. The Dhanna,siﬂgfas and Dharmasastras
which were compiled during 500 BC recognised eight forms of marriage.

mRELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS |

The changes, such as the expansion of the agr-arian base, the growth of
towns, the emergence of a rich and powerful land-owning class, the increase
in the number of the artisan class and so on, were closely linked with
changes in the sphere of religion and philosophical specualation. The sixith
century BC witnessed the spread of a wide range: of philosphical speculation
that ranged from determinism to materialsm. The Upanishadic thought of
the earlier period had maintained a tradition of unorthodox thinkng in
that, its writers had rejected the emphasiss on ritual and sacriﬁce. We have
thus to see the growth of Buddhism amidst: tle general ethical and religious

‘movements of the period. We are familiar with the names of Gautama Buddha
and Vardhamana Mahavira, the asceticisna they practised had become a

| widespread phenomena during this period. This had a wide implication as
the many groups who took to religious protest, all rejected the Vedas as a
source of knowledge. Thus, apart from the: generation of new religious and
social ideas, they had a strong basis in pirotest, the results of which were
seen more in the social sphere than in th e religious one.

Emergence of new religious sects

The conflict between the Vedic pract:ices and aspirations of the rising
social groups led to the search for new religious and philosophical ideas
which would preach against Vedic religi on. Not surprisingly, the Buddhist
sources speak of as many as siXty two religious sects and the Jain texts



refer to three hundred and sixty three sects in the sixth century BC. Many
of these were based on regional customs and rituals. But, some of them

might have formed the basis of later philosophical ideas.
EXJAsvmcas |

Ajivikas were rational fatalism. The exponent of this sect was Makkhali

Gosala who behaved 'in a non-conformist manner i.e., he roamed about
naked and drunk. He used song and dance for rituals. He'advocated
extermism of a kind that could never have a mass following. This sect
believed in the philosophy of pre-determination. The soul in their opinion
had to pass through a pre-determined cycle of rebirths irrespective of any
action by the body. In other words, destiny controlled every part of human
action and nothing could change this. The Ajavikas were organised as a
body of monks, and this too, they thought, was pre-determined. Makkhali
Gosala predeceéébr was Purana Kassapa, Gosala born a slave himself and
radical teacher who d_ehied even the basic doétrine of Hindu thbught ie.,
the theory of Karma. The two other teachers were Ajita Kesa kambali and

Pukudha Kadayana.

LOKA{VATAS OR CHARVAKAS|

~ Loka in both pali and Sanskrit means the world which include people:
also. Lokayats were those who considered world as the total of everything,.
The founder of Lokayata traditon is said to have been Brihaspati the
legendary guru of gods. Lokayaé_as believe ir materialism and they were
extremely athestic. They used h‘bgic and denied existence of soul. Their
fambus teacher was Charvak and they were also called Charvakas after his
naine. The original materialism of Lokayatas probably gave birth to natural

science later.
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i %] JAINISM

The origin of Jainism shrouded in mystery. In the Rig Vedic hymns
there are clear references to Rishaba and Arishtanemi, two of the Jaina
Thirthankaras. The Jains believe that their religious system is the outcome
of the teachings of the 24 Thirthankaras all Khatriyas, coming one after
the other. The 23 Thirthankaras named Parsavanatha. The next and the
last Thirthankaras was Vardhmana Mahavira. Thirthankara(for-finder) is
the title of Jain patriarchs of the highest order. They are also known as
Jina, ‘Conqueror’, most of the Thirthankaras are knowm only by their names
and symbols.

A page from a fourteenth century Jain manuscript

Thirthankaras (name) Symbols
1. Rishabha Bull
2. Ajita Elephant
3. Sambhava Horse
4. Abhinandana Ape
5.  Sumati Heron
6. Padmaprabha Red Lotus
7. Suparsva Swastika



Chandraprabha ' Moon
Suvidhi Dolphin
10. Sitala - Breast
11. Sreyamsa Rhinoceros
12. Vasﬁpujya Buffalo
13. Vimala Hog
14. Ananta | Hawk
15. Dharma Thunderbolt
16. Santi (king of Hastinapura) A ‘ Antelope
17. Kunthu Goat
18. Ara _ Fish
19. Malli (daughter of the ruler of Mithila) Jar
20. Suvrata | ~ Tortoise
21.  Nami " Blue Lotus
22. Arishtanemi or Nemi (cousin of Krishna) Conch
23. Parsva : Hooded serpent
24. Mahavira - Lion '

Mahavira life and preachings

Vardhamana who later becarhe Mahavira (540
B.C- 468 B.C) born at Kundagram near Vaisali.
His father Siddhartha was the head of Khsatriya
class called the Jnatrikas at vaisali and his
mother Trisala was the sister of Chetaka, the most
famous of the Lichhavi pﬁnces and ruler of Vaisali.
Mahavira becamc an ascetic at the age of 30 years.
After observing complete austirity for 12 years he
attained Kaivalya (perfect knowledge) under a Sal
e g tree at Jrimbhikagrama in eastern India at the
An image of a tirthankara  age of 42. He preached for 30 years and died at

from Mathura c. third g :
century CE ' the age of 72 at Pavapuri near Rajagriha at Bihar.
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Five cardinal principles
Jainism has no prescribed rituals

1. Non-violence (ahimsa)

2. No lies (satya)

3. No stealing: (asteya)

4. No property (aparigraha)

5. Observing Continence (brahmacharya) this was added by Mahavira

Three Gems (ratnatraya)

*  Right" belief

*  Right knowledge

*  Right conduct
Main teachings of Mahavira

He believed in dualistic philosophy (Syadvada) and’ held that matter
and soul are the only two existing elements. Matter is perishable and the
soul is eternal and evolutionary. According to him, on account of Karma
the soul is in a state of bondage created by passions and desires collected
through several previous births.

Mahavira himself founded the religious order of his followers. He had
eleven close disciples known as Ganadharas. Only one of them, Arya
Sudharaman became the Thera (pointiff) of the Jaina ,Chur(;h after his
death. After the death of Mahavira Jains were devided into two sects -

1

Digambaras (sky-clad), Swetambara (dressed in white).
Jaina philosophy

Jainism was athestic in nature, the existence of God being irrelevant to
its doctrine. Everything in the universe, material or otherwise has a soul.
The purification of the soul is the purpose of living, for the pure soul is
released from the body and then resides in bliss. They believed that the

purification of the soul required a balanced life.



Jaina councils ,

[ Place Place President Period Significance

I council Pataliputra| Stulabahu 5" BCE Compilation

of 12 Angasto

replace the lost of

14 Purvas

IT council Vallabhi Svetambaras| 3¢ BCE Final compilation of
Devardhi the 12
Angas and 12

Kshamasramana

' Upangas )
Jain Literature |
Jain literature is made up of three branches i.e., religious texts,

philosophy and secular. A large number of manuscript were found in shrines
of Gujarat and Rajastan. The principle works are Angas, Upangas, Prakirnas,
Cheda sutras and Malasutras.

Spread of Jainism

Mahavira sent his followers to Southern and Western India to spread
the teachings. Jainism enjoyed the royal patronage too. Chandragupta
Mourya helped to the spread of Jainism in Karnataka. Besides him, Kharavela
of Kalinga, the Gangas, Kadambas, Chalukyas and Rashtrakutas patronised
Jainism. Gradually, Jainism spread to Andhra, Tamilnadu, Rajasthan,
Orissa, Malwa and Gujarat. It became popular among trading community.

Jain Architecture
Jain temple at Rajgir, Girnar, Mount Abu, Mathura and Bundelkhand

are fine examples of art and architecture. Seated Jain image at Khandagiri
caves near Bhubaneshwar, carvings at Satghava are best examples of art
and iconography traditions.
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Contribution of jainism

1. J airﬁsm made the first serious attempt to mitigate the evils of the varna
order and the ritualistic Vedic religion. .

2. The‘ early Jains discarded Sanskrit language and preached their
principles in Prakrit, common people’s language.

3. Many regional languages developed out of Prakrit languages such as

Shauraseni out of which grew Marathi language

MBUDDHISM )

Siddhartha Gautama was founder of the

Buddhism. He was born in 563 BC Lumbini (now in
Nepal). His mother was Maya a princess of the
neighbouring clan of the Koliyas. His father

Suddhodhana belongs to Sakhyé Kshatriya clan of
Kapilavastu. Y: asodhara was his wife and Rahul was

his son. In Siddhartha’s life four incidents made him |

to think bver the world misery.

Goutama Buddha i

Four incidents
Sight of an Old Man
Sight of a sick man

Sight of a dead body

- Sight of an ascetic

N

At the age of 29, like Mahavira he left home, kept on wandering for
about seven years and then attained knowledge at the age of 35 at Bodh
Gaya under a Pipal Tree. From this time onwards he began to be called the
Buddha or the enlightened. He preached his first serman at Deer park in
Sarnath. He preached his doctrine until his death at the age of 80 in 483
BC at Kusinagar in Eastern Uttar Pradesh.

Five great events & symbols
1. Birth Lotus bull
2. Mahabhiniskramana Horse -

3. Nirvana Bodhi tree



4. Dharmachakra parivartana Wheel
5. Mahaparinirvana Stupa
Buddha's teachings

He advocated a ritual scheme of spiritual development. He rejected the
infalliabillity of the Vedas, animal sacri‘ices, meaningless rituals, challenged
the caste system and the priestly supremacy and maintained an agnoistic
attitude towards god. '

His four noble truths
Budha taught four noble truths. They are,
¢ The world is full of sorrows (Dukha)
¢ Every suffering has a cause (Samudaya)
¢ The cause is the desire (Nirodha)
¢ The only way this can be done is by following the Eight-fold path (Marga)
Eight-fbld path (Ashtangamarga)
Budha suggested the Ashtangamarga for elimination of human misery. They
are
Right Vision (Samyak Dristi)
" Right Aim (Samyak Sankalpa)
Right Speech (Samyak Vak)
Right Action (Samyak Karmanta)
Right Livelihood (Samyak Ajivaj
Right Effort (Samyak Vayana)
Right Awareness (Samyak Smriti)
Right meditation (Sémyak Samadhi)

Buddha also laid down a code for his followers. ‘The main items in this

® N DT W N

social conduct arve:

‘1. Do not covet the property of others
Do not commit violence

Do not use intoxicants

Do not speak lie

SN

Do not indulge in corrupt practices



Early Societies and Religious Movements

Buddhist Literature

'Buddhist literature consists of Tripitakas, they are Vinay Pitaka, Sutta
Pitaka, Abhidhamma Pitaka. Jatakas are the stories related to the previous
lives of Budha. B

A Buddhist manuscript in Sanskrit, twelth century

Buddhist Councils’
(sl No. ‘Place President Period Purpose Significance

I Council | Rajagriha | Mahakassapa | 483 BC [To main the  |Settlement ofthe
" .|purity of the Sutta, Vinaya,

Buddhist Pitaka by Ananda
teachings Upali
|1 Council | Vaisali Sabakami 383 BC |To end the | Theravadins or
' : controversy Sthaviravadins

between Vajji (orthodox)

monks orthodox | Mahasanghikas
Practices (un-orthodos)”
division took place

III Council| Pataliputra| Mogaliputta 250 BC |To settle the Abhidhamma
dispute arising | pitaka was added
out of the rival
claims to
authority




IV Council] Kashmir Vasumitra 100 AD |To settle the Mahayanists
' ' differences (Sarvastivadins)
among all the Great Vehicle
18 sects of Hinayanists i
Buddhism | (Mahasanghikas)

Lesser Vehicle
Division took
place

Buddhist Architecture

The e‘arly human figures worshipped were of Buddha. The practice of
various events from his life is seen at Bodgaya Sanchi and Barhut in Madhya
Pradesh. Amaravathi is another artistic monument. The caves of Ajanta are
famous for Fresco paintings.
Spread of Buddhism

The personality of Budha and his preachings attracted large number of
followers. The lower classes who were exploited under varna system joined
him in large number. Women for the first time admitted to Sangha. It enjoyed
the royal patronage. Kings like Binbisara, Ajatasatru, Asoka and Kaniska
liberally supported Budhism. It expanded rapjdly throughout India and
Srilanka. The kingdom of Kosala, Vatsa embrassed Buddhism. Eventually

The great Sanchi stupa
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Buddhism became a major religion in Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Burma

and Far east countries like Vietnam, J apari and China.

Impact of Buddhism

1.

6.

It understood the econmic situation of the period and advised equality

among the people

Buddhism made an important impact on society by keeping its doors

open to women and Shudras.

Buddism denounced caste distinctions.

It emphasised on non-violence in view of keeping the growth of agriculture

It left mark on the art of ancient India. The first human statues

‘'worshipped in India were probably those of Buddha.

It paved the way for famous Gandhara Art.

Comparison of Buddhism and Jainism

[

Similarities

~

Differences

. Both were non-theistic, Buddha was

agonistic, Mahavira denied god

. Both were protest movements

against some practices of Vedic
religion

. Both were opposed to the caste

system

. Both were accepted the doctrines

of Karma and rebirth

. Both were renounced worldly life

and sought salvation

. Both were belonged to the kshatriya

varna

1. The method of attaining salvation

2. Jainism gave prominence to lay

3. Jainism was confined to India but

4, Jainism

for Jains was an extreme one but
for the Buddhists it was a moderate
one,

followers, while Buddhism relied
mainly on the Sangha and its
monks,

survived in it, Buddhism spread
rapidly to foreign lands, but died
in India,

preserved the
metaphysical discussions of the
Brahmins, but Buddhism avoided
them,

V




4.10 SUMMARY]

Sixth Century BC witnessed the emergence of several philosophical and
religious traditions such as Ajivikas, Lokayata, Budhism and Jainism.
Buddisim and Jainism are the revolutionary religions. They are very critical
about the Vedic social stratifications and the assigned duties based on the
birth. These religions tried to give equal importance and status to the women.
They also tried to control the desires of people. Both opposed caste system

and empasised non violence.

[ QUESTIONS]

I. Essay type Questions

1. Describe the social, class differences and social mobility in the 6th
century BC?
2. Discuss the Brahmanical prescriptions about gotra, kinship and
marriage systems ?
3. Describe the main teachings of Jainism and it’s impact on Indian
society? ' |
4. Describe the main teachings of Buddhism and it’s impact on Indian
society ?
II. Very Short Answer Type questions
1. Varna based society
2. What is Jati
3. Kinship
4. Three Ratnas
5. Principles of Buddhism
6. Ajavikas
7. Thirthankara
8. Pologamy
9. Exogamy
. Project Work
1. Describe any Buddhist site which you knew nearby village
; Or

2. Visit any Jain shrine and make a note of their practices.

m
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XY Introduction

When Alexander left India in 327 BC, the political condition of India
was not satisfactory. There was great discontentment among the people.
Meanwhile, the Mauryan dynasty was enthroned in Magadha and the Nanda
King was overthrown. Chandragupta Maurya was the founder of Mauryan
dynasty. v

Ashoka was one of the greatest kings of India. He was the son of
Bindusara and the grandsbn of Chandra Gupta Maurya. He occupies unique |
position in the history of the country. The Mauryan dynasty was the first
historical dynasty of India. The people of India felt, for the first time, the
importance of political and cultural unity under the Mauryas. It was for the
first time that the whole of Northern India was under a very efficient

government. The basic principles of the Mauryan administration are followed



by the government of India even at present. But after the death of Ashoka,
his successors failed to control such a vast empire. Consequently, the

Mauryan empire began to decline rapidly.

‘The rulers of two Greek States, Bactria and Parthia fully availed
themselves the political disintegration of India. They attacked north — western
part of the country. Another foreign tribe who invaded and ruled over India
were the Sakas. They established their colonies in different parts of India in
the first century B.C. The Kushans were the most powerful of all the foreign
invaders that came to India. They established their rule in the north-west
part of India after destroying Saka empire. Kanishka was the most striking
figure of the Kushan dynasty. Kanishka was not only a great conqueror but

also a great administrator.

After the downfall of Kushan dynasty there was political disturbance,
conflict and disorder everywhere in the country. But after the foundation of
the Gupta dynasty, the political disturbances came to an end. Under the
rule of the Guptas, the people of India enjoyed political unity and economic
prosperity, due to which the Gupta period has been called as the ‘Golden
Period’ of ancient Indian history. Hunas invasions, after the death of Skanda
Gupta, brought about the ruin of the Gupta empire. Many petty Kingdoms
sprang up in the ruins of the Gupta empire. They created a political
disharmony. A new dynasty came into being in Thaneswar known as
Pushyabhuti.dynasty which brought political unity. Harsha of that dynasty
not only removed the chaos, but also established a fine administration over

entire northern India.

- The history of India from 3" century B.C. to 7" century A.D., was
reconstructed on the basis of various sources - Indigenous and Foreign.
The Indigenous sources are of two types namely literary and archaeological.



Polity, Economy, Society and Culture from 3" Century BC to 7" Century AD

mSOURCES

For Mauryan History

1.

2
3.
4

Kautilya’s ‘Artha Sastra’
Megasthanes ‘Indica’
Visakhadatta’s ‘Mudra Rakshasa’

Puranas, Buddhist Literature (Jataka tales) Ceylonese Chronicles,

Tibetan sources and Jain texts.

For Kushans

1. Aswaghosha’s “Buddha Charita”, “Sariputta Prakarana” and
“Vajrasuchi”

2. Acharya Nagarjuna’s “Suhrullekha”

3. ‘Mahavibhasha sutra’ of Vasumitra

For Guptas

1. Fahien’s “Fu-Kuo-ki”

2. Puranas like Vayu Purana, “Matsya Purana”

3. Visakhadatta’s “Devi Chandraguptém”

4. Kalidasa’s “Abhignana Sakuntalam” “Vikramorvasiyam”, “Megha
sandesam”, “Raghuvamsam” and “Kumara Sambhavam”

5. Sudraka’s “Mricchakatikam”

d. For Pushyabhutis

1. Hiuen Tsang’s “Si-Yu-Ki”

2. Bana’s “Harshcharitra”

3. Harsha’s “Nagananda”, “Ratnavali” and “Priyadarsika”.

Archaeological Sources

1.
2.
3.

Asokan rock Edicts and Inscriptions.

Numismatics- silver and copper punch- marked coins.

Material remains- Asokan pillars with their animal capitals (lions,

elephants, bulls and horses), stupas, caves, terracotta objects etc.

Buddhist images in Gandhara art for Kanishka’s period along with the

cities of Kanishkapur, Purushpur etc.



Gold coins of Gupta period.

Inscriptions like Allahabad Pillar inscription and also seals help us to

know about the Gupta period

Paintings of Ajanta and Ellora caves.

Nausasi copper plate inscription gives information about Harsha’s

successful expedition against Vallabhi.

Foreign Sources

Foreign sources include the accounts in the books given by foreign

writers. Megasthanese, Deimanchos came to India after Alexander’s Invasion.

Megasthanese was in the court of Chandra Gupta Maurya and Deimanchos

in the court of Bindusar. The later Greek and Roman writers like Strabo,

Diodorus, Arrian, Pliny, Ptolemy form the fourth group of Historians who

were more rational and highly critical. The Chinese travellors, who were
greatly attracted by Buddhism started visiting India since 399 AD and have
left a good record of their experiences in their writings. The Chinese sources
mairﬂy consist of the accounts of travelers like Fa-Hien (399-413 AD), Hiuen
Tsang (636-644 AD) and Itsing (671-695 AD).

Mauryas

As regards the origin of the
Mauryas and the early life of
Chandragupta Maurya, a good deal of
controversy prevails among the
historians. There are two main
opinions about the origin of the
Mauryas:
1. The Mauryas were Shudras
2. The Mauryaé were Kshatriyas

-

Visakhadattsa, wmiter of ‘Mudra
Rakshasa” has used the word “Vrizhala,

for Chandragupta Maurya. Sorn o writers

are of the wew that the word “Vrishala’
has been used for ‘Sudra’ but deep
crifical study leads to the conclusion
that “Vnshaa® does not stand for
‘Shudra’. No concrete description is
found in ‘Aaha Aastra’ of Kautilya
regarding the origin . of Maurya.
‘Mahavamsa’, one of the prominent
Buddhist tests, clearly states that

Chandragupta Maurya was a Kshatriya.

It has been mentioned in ‘Digha
Nikaya' that there existed -a-Kshatriya
clan 1n Pippalivana Known as Mauryas,
some references are also available in
Jain literature in support of the above
ViEeW.

N
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While wandering her and there, Chandragupta got a chance to meet a Brahmin
called Chanakya Chanakya was also insulted by the Nanda King So he also
made up his mind to degroy the Nanda dynasty. Thus the destruction of the
Nanda dynasty became the common aim of Chandragupta and Chanakya.

One account represents Chandragupta as the son of Mura, a Shudra
woman, from which the surname Maurya was derived. In Buddhist literature

Mauryas have been described as Kshatriyas.
Chandragupta (321-297 BC)

Chandragupta, at the young age of 25, dethroned the last Nanda ruler
(Dhananada) and occupied Pataliputra in 321 BC (the capital of the Nandas
and later of the Mauryas) with the help of Kautilya, also known as Chanakya
or Vishnugupta.

A great battle was fought between Chandragupta and Seleucas in 305
B.C. Seleucas was defeated. A treaty was made between Seleucas and
Chandragupta. Accordingly, Helena, daughter of Seleucas was married to
Chandragupta and in turn Seleucas received 500 elephants. Seleucas sent
Megasthanese as ambassador to the court of Chandragupta.

According to Jain literature, Chandragupta Maurya accepted Jainism
in the last days of his life and stepped down from the throne to favour.of his
son, Bindusara.

Bindusara (297-272BC)

Bindusara known to the Greeks as Amitrochates (derived from the
Sanskrit word ‘Amitraghata’ or slayer of foes) is said to have carried his
arms to the Deccan, extending Mauryan control in the peninsular region of
India as far as Mysore in South.

Asoka (268-232BC)

In 1837 James Prinsep deciphered an inscription written in Brahmi
script referring to a king called Devanampiya Piyadassi (beloved of the
gods). It appears from the available evidence (Buddhist literature mainly)
that there was a struggle for the throne among the princes on the death of
Bindusara or a little prior to it, that this involved Asoka, who had to remove

those of his brothers who were opposing him. This war of succession



accounts for the interregnum
of four years (272-268BC)

and only after securing his

I will change,

I will no longer be

position on the throne, Asoka
had himself forinally crowned
in 268BC.

known as the evil

The most important event of

Ashoka,
' Asoka’s reign seems to have
but as Ashoka g '
been his victorious war with
the angel.

Kalinga (261 BC) the horrors

of which were described by Asoka himself that he became an ardent supporter

of Buddhism under the influence of a Buddhist monk, Upagupta.

Battle of Kalinga

In order to suppress the increasing
power of Kalinga Ashoka decided to
conquer this state forever. Ashoka took
a big army and invaded Kalinga in 261
BC. Slaughter and bloodshed caused in
large scale. But Ashoka conquered
Kalinga The Thirteenth rock edict of
Ashoka throws much light on the battle
of Kalinga This conquest has been
regarded as the most significant event
because it changed the caeer of

Asghoka.

A
0 \
A
O\
RRAR AN
AT
b \‘\\ \\\
AR I
N R A R St e
OOV RO .
) .
R \\\\\\\
A) A\ N\
5\‘\\‘\\\\‘\\“\‘\\\\\“\‘\\\\\‘\\“'““{' A&
\) S0 \\\\
W \59\\‘\\‘“\\\\\‘\‘\\“ RN
R0 NN ATHURA\
W ‘7?\‘\\\\\\\\ \\\éA\céAT : yv;\us\p\\\
AR RREZBaN N \\\ A
\\‘\-t'\\\‘\\\\\‘\\\\\(‘\‘\\ \\\\\\\\\ AN Q,,.\\ puupum,\
W SRR SVJALLAHABAD

\\Q ABAD O \
NN wcwe‘\‘\\\‘\‘\\‘?’\w‘ss\m‘\* \
N \\\\ ﬁ

A
RUPNATH \\\\\\\
\ \ \\\ \
W D \\\\Q\\saxvxx§\\ FO
SRR A S
SONR, \\\\
Q\\v\\V\ NN
\\\‘\‘\\\‘\\\\\\\\.\‘\\\\\\‘
\\\ Q C,"
AR N
W \\\“\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘?”\ RO
\\\\ \E\KRISHNA\\\\\ \\

N
A

\
W

A

ASOKA'S EMPIRE
(250 B.C)

A




Polity, Economy, Society and Culture from 3™ Century BC to 7" Century AD |

Dr. Roy Chaudary has rightly remarked: “The Kalinga was proved a
turning point in the career of Ashoka and produced results of far reaching
consequence in the history of India and of the while eastern world. After
Kalinga war, Ashoka declared the policy of “Dhamma Vijaya” instead of
“Dig-Vijaya”. |

Later Mauryas (232-184BC)

Asoka’s death was followed by the division of the Mauryan empire into two

parts- western and eastern:

a. The western part came to be ruled by Kunala (probably one of the sons
of Asoka) and then for a short while by Samprati. It was later threatened
by the Bactrian Greeks in the North-West and by the Satavahanas and

others in the northern Deccan.

b. The eastern part of the empire, with Pataliputra as the capital, came to
be ruled successively by Dasaratha (probably one of the grandsons of
Asoka), Samprati (who succeeded both Kunala and Dasaratha in the
western and eastern parts respectively), Salisuka, Devavarman,
Satadhanvan and finally Brihadratha. The last Mauryan ruler,
Brihadratha, was assassinated in 184B.C. by his commender-in-Chief,

Pushyamitra Sunga, who established his ewn Sunga dynasty.
Kushanas

Kushanas are one of the five Yeuchiclans of Central Asia. They replaced
the Parthians in North-Western India and then
expanded to the lower Indus basin and the upper
and middle Gangetic basin. There were two
Kushan dynasties- Dynasty of Khadphises
followed by that of Kanishka. The most famous of
all the Kushan rulers was Kanishka, who is
famous for starting the Saka Era in 78AD (Vikram
Era began in 58 BC after- the victory of a Ujjain
king, Vikramaditya over Sakas) and for his

patronage of Mahayana Buddhism.

Kanishka



His capital- Peshwar or Purushapuram is in Pakistan, Last great Kushan
ruler was Vasudea-I. Decline of the Kushans started after Vasudeva, and
they replaced in central India by the Nagas and in the North-Western India

by the Sassanian rulers of Persia.

Guptas
Chandragupta-I

Chandragupta I was the first important ruler of his dynasty. He assumed
the title of Maharajadhiraja. It is evident from the inscriptions and the
golden coin of Chandragupta I that he entered into a matrimonial alliance
with the Lichchhavi princess Kumardevi. As a result of this marriage,
Chandragupta I attained eminence and high position among other rulers of
the country. '

Samudraupta (335-375 AD)

After the death of Chandragupta I, his son, Samudragupta succeeded
him in about 335AD. A detailed account of the accession of Samudragupta
has been given on the Allahabad pillar inscription known as Allahabad
Prashasti, also, which is considered to be the most authentic source of the
history of Samudragupta. Samudragupta’s empire had considerably extended

’ ~ due to his conquests. Almost all
Samrat Samudragupta of Magadh
(Bihar) gave India its Golden age states of the Aryavarta were annexed
(Gupta Rule)

to his empire. The Atavika states of
Madhya Bharat and the republican
states of the south-west frontier had
acknowledged his suzerainty. All

¥ the foreign rulers of India were

% under  his sway. Thus,

Samudragupta had been successful
in subduing the major part of the country. Thus, his empire extended from
the Himalayas in the north to the river Narmada in the South, from the
Brahmaputra in the east to the Chambal in the west.

In order to commemorate his magnificent conquests, Samudragupta
performed an Ashvamedha Yajna.
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Chandragupta-II (380-414AD) or Chandragupta Vikramaditya

Chandragupta-II, the second great ruler of the Gupta dynasty, was one
of the ablest kings of India. He was also known as Chandragupta
Vikramaditya. He was the son of Samudragupta. After the death of
Samudragupta in 375 AD, Ramgupta, the elder brother of Chandragupta,
ascended the throne. He was a weak ruler. He was killed by Chandragupta
in ¢.380AD and thus Chandragupta usurped the throne.

Chandragupta Il was a great

Chandeagupta It

warrior and a great conqueror.
He adopted the policy of
imperialism like his father
Samudragupta. He had
extended the Gupta empire by
his heroic achievements. His
empire extended from the
Himalayas in the north to the

river Narmada in the south, and
from Bengal and Assam in the east to Saurashtra in the west. He had
extended his empire up to the Hindukush in the north-west by defeating
the kushans and the Sakamurandas in Gandhara and Kamboj. Thus,
Gujarat, Saurashtra, Malwa, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Bengal and the major
part of Punjab formed the Gupta empire during the reign of
Chandragupta -II.

The reign of Chandragupta II is also remembered for the progress of art.
At that time, all arts, such as architecture, sculpture, painting, music,
coinage, etc flourished to a considerable extent. Under his able patronage,
all arts attained unusual achievement. A new system of coinage had been
introduced by Chandragupta II. His artistic coins are the best specimens of
Gupta art. Owing to these achievements, his reign marks a high point in
the glory of the Gupta period.

Kumaragupta (414-455AD)
After the death of Chandragupta Vikramaditya, his son, Kumargupta I
ascend the throne. He ruled for a period of about forty years. The period of



his reign is known for the peace and prosperity in the empire, though some
disturbances occurred during the last days.

Skandagupta (455-467AD)

After the death of Kumargupta I, his son, Skandagupta ascended the
throne in 455AD. He was in fact, the last great ruler of the Gupta dynasty.
He preserved and protected the Gupta empire against the powerful foreign
invasion. His reign was full of political difficulties.

Skandagupta died in 467 A.D. After his death, the downfall of the Gupta
empire began, because none of the successors of Skandagupta were able to
nurture the greatness of the empire. None of them were pdwerful and popular.
Although the later Gupta rulers ruled for a period of about eighty years
after the death of Skandagupta, yet they failed to resist powerfully the

invasion of the Hunas.

Vishnugupta

The coins and the Nalanda seal reveal that Vishnugupta was the son of
Kumargupta III, and he succeeded his father. Perhaps he had ruled till 550
AD. He was, in the real sense, the last ruler of the Gupta dynasty. After

4 )
Fahien, the Chinese pilgrim, came to

India during the reign of Chandragupta
Vikramaditya. He was a Buddist monk.
4 He had a great curiosity to visit the land
- of the Buddha. After embracing
“~#1 Buddhism, he studied all the Buddhist
i< texts, but he was not fully contented
1 with all his studies of these texts. He
left his country in 399 A.D. and reached
| India by land in 405 A.D. The
description of Fahien throws a flood of
light on the political, social, religious
| and economic conditions of India during
1 the regin of Chandragupta II. His
account is of great historical
significance, because it furnishes
valuable and reliable information on
* the political, social and cultural
development of the Gupta period.
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him, the Gupta empire gradually declined and disappeared from the

historical map of India.

Pushyabhutis
There was a great political disintegration in India after the downfall of

the Gupta empire. It was the net result of the Hunas’ invasion of India. The
political unity established By the Gupta kings stood shattered before their
own eyes. Many petty kingdoms sprang up on the ruins of the Gupta empire.
They created a political disharmony and maladministration in the country.
The new born states, always remained at daggers drawn with one another
which made the political condition of the country all the more deplorable.
In the Madhuban plate Prabhakaravardhan is said to be the first king to
adopt a title of Maharajadhiraj and Parambhattarak. According to Dr. R.
K. Mookerjee, “His power extended to the entire northern India”. In Bana’s
‘Harsha Charita’ he was described as follows: “He was a li"(.)n‘to the Huna
deer, a burning fever to the king of the Indus land, a troubler of the sIeép of
Gujarat, a bilious plague to that scent elephant, the lord of Gandhara, a

looter to the lawlessness of Latas, an axe to the creeper of Malwa'’s glory”.
Harshavardhana (606-647AD)

Prabhakarvardhana had two sons: Rajyavardhan and Harshavardhan
and one daughter, Rajyasri. Harshavardhan was the younger son of
Prabhakarvardhan, the king of Thaneshwar. When the king breathed his
last, his elder son Rajayavardhana was gone out to fight the Hunas. When
he received the news of the death of his father, he was much overwhelmed
with sorrow and decided to renounce the world and he asked his younger
brother Harsha to assume the reign of the kingdom. But in the meantime
Grahavarman, their brother-in-law, was killed by the king of Malwa and he
imprisoned their sister Rajyasri. Hearing this sad news Rajyavardhan gave
up the idea of renouncing the world and attacked Malwa to avenge the
death of his brother-in-law and to get his sister released from imprisonment,
but he was killed by the Gauda king Sasanka treacherously. Thus after the
death of his elder brother, Harsha'was asked to occupy the throne of

Thaneswar.



Harsha was born in 590A.D. He received a gopd education and was
~ trained in arms. He was quite efficient in warfare. Though he was young at
' the time of his accession to the throne in 606 A.D., yet he handled the

affairs of the kingdom efficiently and skillfully. The greatest problem before
Harsha was the recovery of his sister. He also decided to punish Sasanka
for murdering his brother. He made a friendly treaty with Bhaskarvarman
‘and advanced towards his enemies. He drove out Sashanka of Gau_da from
Kanauj. Between 606 and 612 he brought most of Northern India (Punjab,
Kanauj, parts of Gauda, Orissa and Mithila) under his control, and assumed

the title of Siladitya.

In his first expedition, Harsha drove away Sashanka from Kanauj who
had occupied it after murdering Harsha’s brother. After this, he not only
unified Kanauj with Thaneswar but also made it his new capital, which
made him the most powerful king of North India.

~ Hiuen Tsang gives an elaborate description of Harsha’s preparations for
the war with Pulakesin II, but does not talk about its result. However, he
gives the impression that Harsha was the aggressor but did not succeed
fully in the war. Chalukyan records of Harsha by Pulakesin’s successors
mention the defeat of Harsha by Pulakesin. So the only thing we can say is

CHALUKYAS
UNDER

\ PULAKESIN 11

KANGH] HARSHA'S EMPIRE
iy 640 ADY
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that Harsha's attack was not a complete success, and il resulted in the
conclusion of an honourable treaty with Pulakesin, who continued to have

his sway over the south.

m ADMINISTRATION |

Mauryan Administration
Chandragupta Maurya was an efficient administrator also. He was

assisted by Kautilya (Chanakya) in the field of administration. The successors
of Chandragupta followed it without any change. Ashoka dedicated his life
to the spread of Buddhism after the Kalinga war.

Central Administration

The King: The king was the supreme authority of the state. His powers
were limitless. The appointment of ministers and other officers were made
by the king. He was also the commander-in-chief of the army. He takes
advice from his ‘Mantri Parishad’ in the affairs of the state. He worked day

and night for the good of the people.

In ‘Arthashastra’ Kautilya has mentioned the various qualities of a king
According to him, “A king should be an absolute monarch. He should be a
man of high character. He should be intelligent and brave.'He should possess
truth, courage and religious disposition. He should always be aware of the

welfare and happiness of his subjects”.

It is evident from the sentence “All men are my children” written on
major rock edict of Ashoka, the Mauryas gave importance to the subjects’

welfare and interests.

Mantri Parishad

Kautilya writes, “Mantri Parishad was the other wheel of the cart of the
king”. Mantri Parishad or the Council of Ministers was appointed by the
king. This council assisted the king in the state affairs. Kautilya himself
was the Prime Minister and there were eighteen other ministers. Each
minister was also the head of the respective department. They are as follows:

1. Mantri

2. Senapati



3. Purohit

4. Yuvaraj etc.

Dr. V.A. Smith has appreciated the central administration of
Chandragupta Maurya. He remarks: “The Mauryan state was organized
elaborately with full supply of departments and carefully graded officials
with well-defined duties”.

Provincial Administration

As the empire of Chandragupta Maurya was very large, it was not possible
to exercise efficient control over it from-one centre. Hence his empire was
divided into four provinces for the sake of administrative convenience. The

names of these provinces were:

1. Prachya (The Province of Magadha)

2. Uttarapath (The North-Western Province)
3. Avantipath (The Western Province)

4. Dakshinapath (The Southern Province)

- The administration of these provinces was carried out by the governors
called ‘Kumars’. These ‘Kumars’ were appointed by the king. They were be
either the princes or the persons belonging to the royal family. In the
provinces, spies were appointed by the king in order to get confidential
reports and to keep effective control over the governors and other officers.
The spies were asked to keep a strict watch over the activities and movements
of the rulers and to inform the king accordingly. Kautilya has mentioned

the spy system of Chandragupta Maurya in detail in his book ‘Arthashastra’.
Local Administration

The local administration was also very much developed during the reign
of Chandragupata Maurya. It may be divided into two parts: Municipal

Administration, Rural Administration

Municipal Administration

The municipal administration of Chandragupta Maurya has a prominent
place in the history of India for its originality and specific qualities. The
chief administrator of the city was called ‘Nagaradhyaksha’'. The account of
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Megasthenes and ‘Arthashastra’ of Kautilya throw a flood of light on the
system of municipal administration during the reign of Chandragupta.
According to them, the administration of the cities was carried out by a
council of thirty members. In order to facilitate proper and efficient
administration, the council was further divided into six boards of five

members each. The names and functions of these boards were as under:

a) Board for Industries and Handicrafts
b) Board for Foreigners

c¢) Board of Census

d) Board for Weights and Measures

e) Board for Manufactured Goods

f) Board of Taxation

Kautilya has mentioned that each district was divided into four parts
for the purpose of proper administration There was an incharge of each part

called ‘Sthanik’, who was assisted by several junior officers.

Rural Administration

Dvuring Mouryan period also village stood as the lowest unit of
administration Gramani was the village officer. The head of Ten villages was
known as Gopa. The head of one quarter of the district was known as Stanika.
The king used to take tour of villages in order to know the conditions of

people.

Judicial System
Both the account of Magasthenes and ‘Arthashastra’ of Kautilya give

detailed description of the judicial administration of Chandragupta Maurya.
According to Kautilya, there were two types of courts:

i) Dharmasthiya - Civil Court

ii) Kantakshodham - Criminal Court

The judges of ‘Dharmasthiya’ were calied ‘Vyavaharika’' while the judges
of ‘Kantakshodham’ were called ‘Pradeshta’. The city judges were called
‘Mahamatras’ and the district judges were called ‘Rajukas’. There were village
courts also in which the magisterial powers were exercised by the elders of

the village, called ‘Panchas’. They heard the cases and decided them. These



courts were self-dependent. The king was the fountatinhead of judiciary
and he supervised the whole of the judicial system. Magasthenes narrates,
“Average daily theft in Pataliputra with a population 6,00,000 did not exceed
£8 a day”. “

This statement proves the decrease in the incidence of crime at that |
time. Dr. V.A. Smith concludes: “Such security of property was attained by
the application of a terribly severe code”.

Spy System

The spy system was also an important part of the administration of
Chandragﬁpta Maurya. The king gave primary importance to this
department. The spies were appointed by the king in order to collect the
news from every corner of the empire. Their main work was to watch the
‘activities of the officials and to send secret report to the king about them.
Thus the spy system contributed greatly to the efficiency of administration.

According to ‘Arthashastra’ of Kautilya, there were two types of spies:
1. Santhak: These spies were posted at certain places.

2. Sanchara: These spies were asked to travel to different place and to

ferret out the secrets.

Both Megasthenes and Kautilya have mentioned that a network of spies
operated all over the empire. ‘Mudra Rakshasa’ of Vishakhadatta also proves
 this fact. Dr. V.A. Smith has praised the spy system of Chandragupta Maurya
in the following words: “The king employed the best of spies, masquerading
in disguise of all kinds, who were controlled by an espionage bureau, as in

modern Germany”.
Military Administration

Chandragupta Maurya was a man of high ambitions. He was a great
imperialist. He orgénized a huge and efficient army for the extension and
protection of his empire. His army consisted of 6,00,000 infantry, 30,000
cavalry, 9,000 elephants and 8,000 chariots. The total army was estimated
at about 7,00,000 strong. The army was generally led by the king himself
in the battle field. Sufficient salary was paid to the soldiers regularly and
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consequently, they had an easy and happy life.

For the efficient organization of such a huge army, a separate army
department was established, consisting of thirty members. This department

was further divided into six boards of five members each.

Dr. R.C. Majumdar concludes: “On the whole, the efficiency of the
government was combined with peace, prosperity and contentment of the
people. The Mauryan government, in short, was highly organized and
thoroughly efficient autocracy capable of controlling an empire more
extensive than Akbar’s. It anticipated, in many respects, the institution of

modern times”.

. ™~
Dhamma Mahamatras : Ashoka presented before the people a new code

of morals. He wanted to uplift the morality of the people. In order to
propagate his religion he created a new post of ‘Dhamma Mahamatra’
which was, no doubt, an important change in the system of administration
as introduced by Chandragupta Maurya. In the 13" rock edict, Ashoka
says: “I have appointed Dhamma Mahamatras for all the religious sects.
They will look after all the religious places”. It was the duty of Dhamma
Mahamatras to preach the ethical ideals of his religion among the people.
They were also asked to work for the welfare of human beings and to look
after their religious activities. Rock edict VI tells us that Ashoka also
made necessary arrangements to keep a strict watch over the activities of

KDhamma Mahamatras. )

After the war of Kalinga, Ashoka rendered his services to the welfare of

the people. The happiness and the prosperity of the human beings became
the chief goal of his life. He dedicated his life to the achievement of this goal.
He was of opinion that the social status of the people could only be uplifted
by the development of morality. So he placed before the world the code of

morals to follow. This code of morals is called the ‘Dhamma’ of Ashoka.

Ashoka’s Dhamma was neither a new religion nor a new political
philosophy. Rather it was a way of life, a code of conduct and a set of

principles to be adopted and practiced by the people at large.



(‘Main Features of Dhamma R

1. Prohibition of animal sacrifices and festive gatherings (M.R.E-1), and
avoiding expensive and meaningless ceremonies and rituals (M.R.E.-
IX);

| 2. Efficient organization of administration (M.R.E.-VI), in the direction of

social welfare (M.R.E.-II);

3. Consideration and non-violence to animals and courtegy to relations
(M.R.E.-IV) and liberality to Brahimins, Sramanas, etc. (M.R.E.-III);

4. Humane treatment of servants by masters and of prisoners by the
government (M.R.E.-V, it also mentions the appointment of Dhamma
— Mahamatras);

5. Tolerance among all the sects (M.R.E.-VII & XII);
6. Replacement of ‘Bherighosa’ (sound of war drums) by ‘Dhammaghosa’

(sound of peace); i.e. conquest through Dhamma instead of through
war (M.R.E.-XIII);

7. Maintenance .of constant contact with the rural people through the
system of Dhammayatras (M.R.E.-VIH);

\
Kanishka Administration

J

Kanishka was also a great administrator. His administration was based
on the Kshatrap system. He appointed Mahakshatrap and many Kshatraps
in order to exercise an efficient control over such a vast empire. As a result
of his efficiency of administration, there was no revolt in any part of his
empire. He was the first ruler who became successful in mitigating the
atmosphere of disorder and agitation which prevailed throughout India after
the death of Ashoka.

GUPTA ADMINISTRATION
Central Administration
The King

The king was the supreme authority of the central administration. He
was considered as representative of God, Samudragupta has been described
as a god in the Allahabad ‘Prashasti’. The king had unlimited powers. He
appointed all governors and other military and civil officers. These officers

were responsible to the king.
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The Ministers

The king was assisted by a council of ministers in the administrative
affairs. These ministers were known as ‘Ma_lntris’ or ‘Sachivas’. The
inscriptions and the literature of that age also support the view that the
Gupta rulers had appointed certain able ministers for administrative

convenience. The ministers were responsible for their respective portfolios.

i. -Sarvadhyalksha: It was the duty of this officer to convey the orders
of the central government to the provinces and districts through

special messengers.
ii. Mahasenapati:The ‘Mahasenapati’ to exercise control over the army.
iii. Mahadandanayaka: The chief justice.

iv. Rana-bhandagar adhikarana: The officer in charge, military

exchequer.
v. Mahabaladhilkkarana: Head of the military department.
vi. Dandopashika: Head of the police department.
vii. Mahasandhivigrahilca: Minister for foreign affairs.
viii. Bhandagaradhikrita: Head of the government treasury.
ix. Mahakshapatalika: Chief record keeper.

There were also many other officials like the Pratiharas, Rajanyas,
Kumaramatyas, Kanchuks etc. With the help of these ministers and officials,

the central administration was carried on efficiently.

Provincial Administration
In order to wield an effective control over the large empire of the Guptas,

they had divided it into certain provinces which were called the ‘Desas’ or
‘Bhuktis’. The incharge of administration of each ‘Bhukti’ was called
‘Uparika’, who was appointed by the king for a period of five years. These
provincial governors (Uparikas) used to be either the princes or persons
belonging to the royal family. The provinces were further divided into districts
which were called the ‘Vishayas’. The administrator of a Vishaya was called
the Vishayapati’. This officer was also appointed for five years. Dr. A.S.

Altekar has rightly remarked: “Government, moreover, was remarkably



decéntralized, and most of its functions were transferred to district

administration”.

Local Administration
The local administration had also been developed to a considerable extent

during the Gupta period. It may be sub-divided into two parts:
i) Municipal or Town Administration
if) Rural or Village Administration

‘But that time, many big cities like Pataliputra, Taxila, Mandasor, Ujjain
were developed and the administration of each city was carried on by an
officer known as the ‘Purapala’. The Purapal was assisted by a council known
as ‘Parishad’. The Purapala was appointed by the Vishayapati. The council
had a right to collect the taxes from the people of the city. The duty‘df the
Purapala and the town council was to make necessary arrangements
regarding health, sanitation, primary education, etc. The village was the
smallest unit of administration. The administration of the village was
governed by a village headman known as Gramika or Gramadhyaksha. He
was responsible for the safety of the village and for the maintenance of
peace and order. He was assisted in his work by a non-official council known

as ‘Panchamandala’. Generally, the elders of the village formed this council.

Judicial Administration

The king was considered to be the fountainhead of justice. He was the
highest authority of the judicial administration. There was a hierarchical
system of judiciary from the village level to the supreme court. The chief
justice’'was called the ‘Mahadandanayaka’. The account of Fahien throws a
flood of light on the judicial. system of the Guptas. He writes that the
government was not very severe and the laws were mild. Punishments were
very simple in nature. Punishment was awarded according to the nature of

the crime.
Military Organisation

The Gupta rulers had a very powerful army. It consisted of elephants,
infantry and cavalry. Chariots were also used to some extent. Camels formed
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a part of the army for the desert area. The chief officer of the army was
called ‘Mahasenapati’. There was another officer called the
‘Ranabhandagaradhikarana’ or the officer incharge military exchequer who
made necessary arrangement for the army. It is evident from the Allahabed
pillar inscription that bows, arrows, swords, spears, javelins, battle axes

were the most popular weapons which were used in the army.
Administration of Pushyabhutis

Pushyabhutis administration resembles that of Mauryas and Guptas.
Hieun Tsang has shed enough light on his administrative system.

The King: The position of the king was supreme in the administration and
he possessed unlimited power but he never made an improper use of these
absolute powers. Harsha was an embodiment of charity, liberality and
religious contemplation. The king used to adopt the title of Param Bhattarak,
Parameshwara, Paramdevata and Maharajadhiraj. He was the supreme

command_er in the battlefield.
Ministers and Officers

Harsha had several ministers to help in the work of administration.
They were known as ‘Sachivas’ or ‘Amatyas’. A part from Amatyas there
were various officers appointed for different departments of the state. Bhandi
was the chief minister of Harsha. Dr. R.S. Tripathi has given the following

list of his ministers. They helped him in various spheres.

Harsha and His Times |
Mahasandhivigrahadhikrita (Minister of war and peace)

Mahabaladhikrita (Officer in supreme command of the army)
Baladhikrita (Senapati or commander)

Brihadasvavara (Head cavalry officer)

Katulka (Corﬁmandant of the elephant force)

Pathi (Superintendent of soldier’s barracks)

' Rajasthaniya (Foreign secretary)

® NSO R N

Kumaramatya (Counselor of the prince)
. Uparika (Governor of a province)
10. Visyapati (the head of a Visya or modern district) etc.
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Provincial Administration
Provinces were known as Bhukti during Harsha’s empire. His entire

empire was divided into provinces or Bhuktis. The Bhuktis were again divided
into Visyas (district) and Visyas were further divided into several Pathakas
(Tehsils). Village was the smallest unit. The head of village was known as
Gramika. The provincial administrator was known as Uparika. There were
some other officials also to help the ruler in provincial administration.
Crime and Punishment v

Hieun Tsang writes, “As the government is honestly administered and
the people live together on good terms the criminal class is small. Though
the administration was strict yet the roads were not safe”. The Chinese
traveler was himself robbed twice. Severe punishment was given if any one
plotted against the life of the king. Banabhatta has mentioned that prisoners
were released on the king’s birthday, But in view of the increasing incidence
of crime, the policy of severe punishments was adopted.
Military Power

Harsha needed a grand army to establish law and order in the country
and to crush the foreign invaders. Yuan Chwang informs us: “He increased
his army, bringing the elephant corps upto 60,000 and the cavalry to
1,00,000. In fact, the security of his state rested on such a vast army”.

4 A

Hieun Tsang was also a Chinese pilgrim.
He belonged to an aristocratic lineage. He
was born in the year 605A.D. He had a
religious bent of mind from the early
childhood. When he was quite young he
visited India in 630 A.D. He intended to
collect Buddhist literature. He remained
in India for about 15 years and visited
almost all the sacred places related with
Buddhism. After returning home he wrote
an account of his journey in 661 A.D.,
which is known as ‘Si-Yu-Ki’ or ‘The
Records of the Western World’. Though he
had come to India with a religious purpose,
yet his accounts give a detailed description
of the contemporary political, social,
economic and religious life during the reign
of Harsha. The book has a great historical
value and significance.
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EAEconomy)

Mouryan Economy
Agriculture

The expansion of agrarian economy during the Mauryan period
facilitated the evaluation of taxes. The collection of revenue in the form of
taxes created a feeling of economic and social security. For the purpose of
assessment of land revenue, five forms of land owenership was defined.
They are a) Cultivators, b) Communal ownership,.c) Large-scale land owners,
d) King (crown) lands, e) State owned lands. There is distinction betweerr
the king and the state in the Mauryan period. Hence the king, besides

having some personal lands, also received taxes of the state lands.

Main source of income to the state; %" to !/, th of the produce varying
from region to region; Directly collected by the king’s officials from the

individual cultivators and there were no intermediaries.
Industrial Crafts

a) Metallurgy - growing knowledge of mining of various metals like iron,
copper, tin, gold, silver, etc., and also manufacturing different articles out of
them; b) Wood-working, c) Stone-cutting, d) Textile — Manufacturing
particularly at Mathura, Kaisi, Pataliputra, Vanga, Mahisa, etc., €) Pottery-
discovery of pots and potshereds (NBPW) at several Mauryan sites.

Trade and commerce under Kushans

In contrast to the Mauryan period the pe}riod between 200 B.C. and 300
AD was an age of small kingdoms, many of them foreign in origin. Hence
many orthodox historians consider it as the “Dark Age”. But modern
historians consider it as the “Mercantile Age of India”, because of the thriving

trade that was carried on during this'period.

Economy under the Guptas
Existence of Too Many Feudatories

Unlike .the Mauryas, the Guptas adopted such pompuous titles as
‘Maharajadhiraja’, which imply the existence of lesser kings with considerable
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authority within their empire. In fact, the major part of the territory
conquered by the Guptas was ruled by feudatories. Only Bengal, Bihar and
UP, which formed the nucleus of the empire, were directly under the imperial

rules.
Absence of Large Central Army and Bureaucracy

~Again, in contrast to the Mauryas, the Guptas do not seem to have
possessed a big organized army. Probably the supplies by feudatories
constituted the major portion of the Gupta military apparatus. Nor did the
Guptas possess an elaborate and organized bureaucracy. All this led to the

weakening of royal control over administrative machinery.
Development of Feudal elements

a) Increasing Land Grants: Decentralisation of administrative authority
was caused by increasing grants of lands and villages with fiscal
and administrative immunities to priests and temples. Further it
led to the oppression of the peasants and other inhabitants of the
gifted villages who were asked to obey their new masters and carry

out their orders.

b) Serfdom: These land grants paved the way for feudal developments
in India. Several inscriptions give hint of the emergence of serfdom,
which meant that the peasants were attached to their land even

when it was given away.

Economy under Pushyabhutis ‘
The nature of the economy under Pushyabhutis became increasingly

more feudal and self-sufficient. The decline of trade and commerce which
started during the Gupta period itself wenat on unabated under Harsha.
This is evident from the decline of trade centres, paucity of coins and the
almost complete disappearance of guilds of traders and merchants. The
decline of trade and commerce obviously affected the handicrafts and other
industries for want of demand. And also this decline affected even agriculture,

though indirectly.
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R Socrery |

Society of the Mauryas
Changes in the Varna System

The economic changes of the period did not allow the Vedic fourfold
system to function smoothly; Reduction of gap between the Vaishyas
Improvement in their economic position, but no simultaneous improvement
in their social status. This caused social tensions and finally led to the
growth in the popularity of heterodox sects. The initial reaction of the

Brahmins was to make the Varna System more rigid.
Megsthense’ Division of Indian Society

He divided it into seven classes, viz. a) Philosophers (corresponding to
Brahmins), b) Cultivators (mostly Sudras and some Vaishyas), ¢) Soldiers
(mostly Kshatriyas), d) Herdsmen e) Artisans, f) Magistrates, and g)

Councillors. The above division seems to be economic rather than social.
Position of Women

Brahmanical literature was particularly severe in treating women and

assigned them a very low status in the society. Buddhist texts, on the other

" hand, were much more considerate in treating them. Megasthenese’s gave

reference to the growing practice of polygamy, employment of women as
palace guards and body-guards to the king, spies, etc., permission of widow-
remarriage and divorce. Thus, the position of women, though inferior to
that of men was not as bad as it was the later periods such as the Gupta

period.

Society under the Guptas
Caste System

- The caste system was the basis of social setup, The society was divided
into four Varnas : Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Shudra, the Brahmins
occupied a very high position in the society. They were respected and
honoured even by the rulers. The priest was the chief adviser of the king in
diplomatic matters. Next to .'the Brahmins came the Kshatriyas and thé

Vaishyas who also occupied respectable place in the society. Fahien mentions
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about the ‘Chandalas’ who lived outside the city. They were mostly hunters,
fishermen and butchers.
Position of Women

During the Gupta period, the positioh of women in the framework of
Indian society had largely deteriorated in certain respects. Pre-puberty
marriages were prevalent to a large extent. ‘Sati’ System was gradually

coming into vogue.

Society under Pushyabhutis
This period witnessed the ascendancy of Varnasrama dharma and it

became an indispensable cornerstone of the Brahamanical social structure.
Hiuen Tsang writes about the existence of four varnas or orders in India.
Bana characterizes Harsha as one who carried out all the rules of the Varnas
and the Ashramas. Both Bana and Hiuen Tsang talked about the existence
of many mixed and sub-castes such as the class of vernacular poets, class

of bards, class of betal-bearers, etc.

Hiuen Tsang takes note of many out-castes and untouchables such as
butchers, fishermen, executioners and scavengers, who were segregated and
were not aliowed to mix with the people of the higher Varnas and had their
habitations marked by a distinguishing sign. The position of women seems
to have suffered a further decline during this period. The institution of
Svayamvara (self-choice in choosing the partner) declined and there is no
instance of its practice in the contemporary literature. Remarriage of widows
was not permitted particularly among the higher Varnas. The evil system of
dowry, according to Bana, was'quite common. And also there are quite a

few examples of the practice of committing Sati.

EXg CuLrure )

Mauryan Art
1) Pillars and sculpture: The pillars set up by Ashoka furnish the finest,

the most beautiful and characteristic specimens of the remains of the
Mauryan art. These pillars, with Asokan edicts inscribed on them, were

placed either in sacted enclosures or in the vicinity of towns.
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The pillars are made of two types of stone

i) Some are of the spotted red and white sandstone from the
region of Mathura, and ii) other of buff coloured fine - grained
hard sandstone usually with small black spots quarried in
Chunar near Banaras. It would seem that stone was
. tfansported from Mathuré; and Chunar to the various sites

where the pillars have been found and there the stone was

cut and carved by craftsman, who probably came from Taxila

and had experience in handling stone.
2) Stupas
A stupa is a solid domical structure of brick or stone, resting

on a round base. It is surmounted by a shaft and an umbrella,

the symbol of spiritual sovereignty. Asoka is credited with :
building 84,000 stupas all over India and Afghanistan. Hiuen  Sarnath
Tsang, during his visit to India (7® century AD), is said to have

seen a considerable number of these stupas, but majority of them have not
come down to us. The best example of these is the famous stupa at Sanchi
(near Bhopal) with massive dimensions (diameter-1215’, height 77.5’, height

of stone-railing-11).

Sanchi Stupa




3) Caves

Another important heritage of the Mauryas are the caves, cut out of
hard and refractory rocks. Their interior walls are so well-polished that they
shine like mirrors. These wonderful monuments were meant to be residences

for monks (Viharas) and also served the purpose of assembly halls (Chaityas).

Gandhara, Mathura and Amaravati schools of art
A) Gandhara School

1) Period, Place and Patrons

It flourished from about the middle of the 1t century BC, to about the
_end of the 5" century AD, in the Gandhara region (North-Western
Privince), and hence known as the “Gandhara School”. Gandhara School
owed its origin to the Greek rulers of Bacteria and North-Western India

_ énd has sometimes been called “Indo-Greek”. But the real partrons of
the school were the Sakas and the Kushans, especially Kanishka, who
inherited and carried on the art traditions of their Hellenistic (Greek)

predecessors in this region. It is called the “Greeco-Buddhist” School.

2) Main Features of Gandhara Sculpture

The influence of the Greeco-Roman art traditions
